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played his ability in action, as much as his immediately 
preceding conduct did his activity in parfait: 

‘The prize was a fhip new from the itocks, fitted in the’ 
completeft manner, and equal to any veflef of the fame 
force in the Britifh navy. On the 7th of November fol- 
Towing, having in the interim convoyed his prize into port 
and returned: back to his former ftation, he himfelf gave 
chace'to two vetfels which were to windward, and of the 
fame time obferved a large Spanith privateer, monnting 
twenty-four carriage and twenty fw.vel guns, in chace of 
the Rupert. Captain Ambrofe was not, however, to be 
diverted from his firlt obje&. On coming up with thofe 
he chaced, and fending his boat on board without firing a 
gun, he found them to be Dutchmen, whom he immedi- 
ately apprifed of his intention to cntrap the efiemy into a 
belief, that he himfelf was of the fame nation. © He ac- 
cordingly trimmed his fails, and manceuvred his thipa@in 
fuch a manner, as to induce a complete belief, on the part 
of the Spaniard, that the Rupert was a confort of the veffels 
juft mentioned. The enemy accordingly crowded fail, and 
at the clofe'of the day got up within twoleagues, Captain 
Ambrofe now brought his fhip to to wait for hisanta- 

onift, who, on his nearer approach, difcovering his 

nger, and the force of the fhip he: had before Suppofed’ 

te be unarmed, hauled upon a wind and made every 
effort to cfcape. 

Captain Ambrofe now purfued in his turn; and about 
two o'clock in the morning of the*8th was'within gun-fhot 
of the Spaniard ; but, a {quall coming on, he loft fight of 
him before he could clofe, and fecure him, At day-break 
captain Ambrofe again had fight of him; and again the 
enemy was fortunate enough to effect his efcape. On 
the oth he once more difcovered him, and chaced be 
whole day. About half‘an hour paft midnight he was fo 
mear as to begin the engagement. The enemy maintained 
a@running fight till two o'clock in the morning, wheh* 
cepnis Aimbrofe having worked up fo clofe as to enable him 
to board, the piirsieee ttruck*, In this encounter, which 





proved very bloody on the partof the Spaniard, captain 
* Ina few ‘erwards he captured a lmaller privateer called the 
Ara Lenora DEI Camien, mounting fourteen carriage and fix 





wivel guns, with a crew of ous huadred add cighty-oné men. 
Amb 
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Ambrofe him&lf loft only one man, who fell accidentally 
into the fea, when endgavouring to board the 5) eaiaide 
"Lhe merchants of London thought fo highly of the vigi- 
lance and fpisit of captain Ambrofe on the foregoing oc- 
cafions, as well as of the fervice he had actually rendered 
them by the capture of fo many of their enemies, that they 
prefented him with a very magnificent filver cup: nor 
wera the people of Briftol lefs grateful, they alfo prefent- 
ing him with a piece of plate of one hundred guineas 
value. 

He was fome time after this ordered to the Mediterra- 
nean, where he behaved very much to the fatisfa@ion of 
Mr.. Mathews, and afterwards of Mr. Rowley, who fuc- 
ceeded him. * 

In the month of February 1742-3, he was ftationed off 
the coaft of Valentia, as a cruifer, in company with the 
Feyerfham frigate; and while thus employed captured a 
very confiderable number of prizes, fome of which were 
veltels laden with ftores and provifions for the ufe of the 
French and Spanifh flect8 then impounded in the harbour: 
af Toulon. He alfo made an attack on the town of 
Vineros, in the kingdom of Valentia, where he deftroyed: 
feveral fettees, and, other Spanith veffels, which were 
hauled on. fhiere for greater fecurity; doing much 
other injury to the enemy, to the amount of upwards of 
fifty thoufand dollars. No reprehenfible mention was 
made of his condué in the aétion off Toulon, even by 
Mr. Mathews himfelf, who might have been fuppofed the 
perfon moft likely to obferve and complain of any impro- 

iety. He not only continued to retain his command, 

ut; in the month of November, fubfequent to the aétion, 
wus appointed commodore of a {mall {quadron detached to. 
cruife in the Streights, and occafionally 10 rendezvous at? 
Gibraltar. He met with his ufual good fuccefs on the 
above ftation, having captured feveral valuable prizes, and’ 
funk a French privateer of fourteen guns. 

In the month of January he was {till more fuccefsful in 
point of private advantages, having, when on his paffage 
to Lifbon, in company with the Guernfey, captured a 
regifter thip, called the Maria Foztune, bound from Cadiz! 
to Buenos Ayres, having on beard.a-cargo valued at tp» 
wards. of one hundred thoufand ra He rewmed 
jmmediately from Lifbon intethe Mediterranean; apd in 


the 





BS LIVES AND CHARACTERS OF" 


‘the month of Apri! captured, funk, or otherwife deftroyed, 
} to Port Maurice, feven vaffels belonging to the 
enemy, all valuably laden with arms, military ftores, and 
provifions. His fquadron was immediately very confider- 
ably reinforced,-he being ordered, in themonth of May, to 
cruife to the weltward of Genoa, for the purpofe of watch- 
ing a final] fquadron of three French fhips of the line, which 
were then lying in Villa Franca. He was foon afterwards 
ordered to England, in confequence of the refolution of the 
houfe of commons*; and was brougit to trial before the 
court-martial, aflembled on boardthe London, in Chatham ; 
the following charges being preferred againit him. 

1ft. For not doing his utmoft to take, fire, kill, and 
“@eftroy his majefty’s enemies, as he might and onght to 
Rave done ; but inftead thereof, withdrawing or Keeping back 
from the fight, to windward of the enemy during all or* 
the greatelt part of the engagement. 

ad. For firing at the enemy when he was not in the 
reach upon a point blank, and not even in-reach of 
random hot. b . 

4. For not affifting the Marlborough, according to his 
inftruétions, as the Dorfethhire, and Effex did not keep in 
their ftations in the line to fuccour and relieve her; but, 
inftead of giving affiltance, withdrawing from the fight. 

qth, For not condu@ing and covering the firefhip when 

owing down upon the Real, knowing the improbability of 
fer doing any execution without being covcred an con- 
dyed, through which means the frefhip was burnt, funk, 
or otherwife deftroyed. 

sth. For difobedience to his majefty’s inflru@ions, and 
the fignals and commands of the admiral ; negle& of naval 
military difcipline, and being one of the principal caufes 
of the mifcarriage of his majefty's fleet. 

Some contrasicty was oblervable, as is ufual in {uch 
cafes, between the evidence given on behalf of the pro- 
fecution, anil in favour of the prifoner. In his defence 
he-urged, that he was charged with not clefing the line 
and affifting the Marlborough ; but that, according to the 
tenor of the fighting inftruétions, it was the duty of the 
next fhip to afliit the Marlborough, and could not extend 
‘to him, who was three fhips a-ftern: and as he found the 





See vol. ii, page 269. 
Real 
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Real with her fecopd were likely :to fall into the hands of. 
the Thips a-head of him ; as alfoths there were others of the 
‘enemy's {quadron coming up, it would have been impru- 
dent in bit tébave left his tation to affift the Marlborough, 
efpecially as her diltrefs did ‘not appear till after he was 
warmly engaged imfelf: as to the firefhip he had no 
orders to cover or conduct her; and if he had had any, 
he gould not have aéted her better than he did, having 
prevented the five fhips from deftroying her*. 





The 





* He urged farther in his defence the following points. ‘If the 
witaeffes that & have produced to this court, who are the chief officers, 
the oldeft, and beft feamen in the fhip, are nor fofficient to make 

ainly oppeac 2 captain’s condu® aad bebaviour, when his honour 
is called in queflion, where is the captain, however brave and inno 
cent, who is not liable to be undone, when, through pique or malice, 
or tbe hidden views of his enemies, he is loaded with infamy, and 
ealled to an account, in the manner_J have been? 

™ Had J behaved in that fcandalovs manner that I have been re« 

refented to this honourable court, moft cert#nly vice-admiral Le~ 
Wick is too .penereating an'ullter 10 Ter nip behayichr cleape bia be 
fervation, and would certainly have fired a thot at the Rapert, to put 
ame in mind of my duty, at the fame time he did at the Dunkirk and 
Cambridge ; without doubt he would have fent a letter of complaint 
to admiral Mathews, for fuch a notorious breach of my duty, when he 
‘wasinduced to prefer one againft captains Puryisand Drummond: but, 
onthe contrary, my behaviour that day was thought of fo well, that, in a 
fhort time after, I was feat with a command of fixtecn {ail of his maje~ 
fly's thips to Villa Franca, to affift the king of Sardinia, on the enemy's 
aitacking that place. I hope, without the leafl tindiure of vanity, 
Rieay sete, Gar throagh ep vigilance I laved his whole army, by 
fandivg a detachment off the’ nines and troopt fam on board tac 
fhip, and placing the fhips ia foch a manucr, that I fecured the paffes, 
gad caveis the repre BEhia-araay: 

# J acknowledge my fervices were no more than what my duty 
«Mabled ; but this Tooodable court will permit me to fay, that the) 
were fuich as his Sardinian clly condefcended to take notice of, 
and admit they were for the’ if good. 1 received a pee from 
his majely worthy of fo greata monarch: end asa farther proof of 
his being (atified with my-cOndaft, he gaye, even after ny difgrace, 

ive sedate eV aeiniticr at thedBritilh cos, to:secommend meto 
the king, my. worthy both of rewards and favour. This was 
an honoum 1 decline king any advantage, until my condude 
Thad bees pabiely, legally, #€8g8inutety examined into, that my eoee 
mies ree have-pio-oppastuiity to“tax” me with any endeavours to 

Vou.tV. R ‘ayo 
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af he ‘court; however, weighing the feveral points of 

evidence inefupport ‘of the charge, as well as thofe urged 
Sin by 








avoid a fair and open trial, by sheltering mylelf under his Sardinian 
mujefiy's favourable opinion. es 
« T hive had the honour of twenty-two different commands in.the 
‘Mediterranean. 
__. Birt, from admiral Leflock; next, from admiral Mathews; and, 
Ially, from admiral Rowley. 1 had not the pleafure of being known 
to any of tole geotlemen ull I canie under theircommand tnd have 
the fatisfaftion to think, that my conduét and proceedings were always 
agreeable to them. 
™ Adnnisal Rowley fent me-to command cn the Gibraltar Ration 
a a fquadron of thips, where I was abfent from him fix months; 
id on his judging proper to proceed to that Ration himlelf, with the 
eft of the fleet, he detached me, with a ftroug {quadron of his majes 
firs thips, to command on the coatt of Italy ‘ad ‘Riviere off Gena, 
ere I had nothing more at heart’ than the glory of m7 mafter’s arms, 
and the good of the common caufe. Aafter a Rect thamandae 
three months 1 was made a prifoner, at the head of that command, on 
the ift of June: 1 have oeen kept fince a clofe prifoner, ald brought 
here an urihappy {pe€lacle, as you now fee me. 
ar AS foes thy’ tase beta Witnels of my former behaviour, having 
rad the honour to ferve under your command, my faying any thing 
farther t0 my charafter may be thought altogether Maccclinys buras 
T have more than life at flake, my reputation, allow me to fay, it i 
pleafure to me, that I can look back into my condaé, and 
aver, that from the time I had the honour of his majefly's fir com~ 
miffion, ti)! this acculation againfl me, I never had any blemifs upon 
my charaéter, or refle@ion upon my condué. When I bore away for 
five thips of the enemy, the Real was fo difabled, that it was the opinion 
of all my officers, as well as myfelf, that, asfure as there was a God in 
heaven, fhe would fall in half an hour; at I thought I could not de 
a more commendable [ervice to my king and country, than by the én« 
gaging thole five (hips, If tad bees well feconded by the rear 
divifion, they mui inevitably have fullendnts our bands.” He con. 
eluded— _: 
* Having done with the obfervations which feemed neecMfary for 
me to make upon the evidence before the court, aod relative to my 
‘eale, 1 will, fir, only beg fo truck of zour time ax may ferve te 
« Clef tay defence, by afaing you, tht 9 1. bave looked with rest 
fauivfaGtion upon the trouble which fomé. of this bonotrable , 
court have been pleated to give thi felvel, #8 Etdtirfe of my ‘trial, 
By taking of noresof the evidence crows, ahd for myelt; nd” 
‘that, 25 Fam folly perfwaded. the iGart will confpite to the 
__difiinguiithing and Spmiagie dire elear, and well-fupy i 
“test that evidence, from thole which we)sihey doubtfol, incom 












NAVAL OFeiCERs OF Skeet BRITAIN. “WsD 
dy Mrz Ambiole in his Wefence,” palfed, the Yolléwing 
ianeentees as 
<4 November 7, 1745. ‘The court, purfuant to an 
order, from the’ Jords commiffioners of the admiralty, to 
fir Chaloner Ogle, dated the 11th of September 1745, 
proceeded to enquire into the condné of captain A\ fey 
‘who commanded his majefty’s thip the Rupert, at ‘the 
ue of the engagement between his majefty’s thips and 
the combined fleets of France and Spain, off Toulon, in 
the Mediterranean, on the t1th of February 1745. He was 
accordingly tried for the fame, upon a charg 
again{t him by the profecutors forthe crown. It appears to 
the court, after having cxamined all thé witnefles, as well 
in behalf,of the crown, as on the part of the faid captain 
Ambrofe, and having duly confidered and weighed the 
matter on both fides, that guickly after the admiral bore 
down, the Rupert bore down alfo, and continued to do'fo 
for fome time after the admiral brought up: that when ‘the 
Rupert herfelf brought up there was no-fhip-belonging to 
the enemy properly in the line for her to engage, inafmuch 
as there was a asge opening between the Real and the five 
fternmoft fhips of the enemy then coming up ; that after- 
wards the Rupert bore down towards the enemy's line 
and began to engage the headmbft of the five thips of the 
enemy, and continued in aétion with her, and the fecond till 
admiral’ Mathews, in the Namure, wore, and engaged the 
enemy in’paffing : that when the Rupert firft brought up 
fhe was -not in the-line, but was afterwards as far to 
deeward as any of the other thips, while they engaged on 
ithe larboard tack, though, not within point blank. of the 
‘enemy, for at a proper, diftance to do execution... That 
the court are of opinion that he, captain Ambrofe, had it 
‘in his power to engage clofer, without going to leeward of 











or per cl in/tlemfelves, fo ¥ promife mylelf, that the matters 






dinquel the crown’and me will them receive a well-found-+ 
‘ed, jul, and-equitable determination, orysu qrhgr words, fuch ax will 
tek jthat cendour, that impartiality, that honour, thar digaity, 







ity, 
cbnight,'ahd which, I liope, ever will attend the proceedings 


ata Badlnavat opener. 
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thé dine ; and that he did notaé in conformity to the fight- 
ing jnftruations from the time the.adrtiral dnd Marlboro” 
firlt began to engage; thay therein he failed of his duty, 
afid is guilty of part of the charge exbibited again(t him. 
‘That asto his going to theafliftance of the Marlborough, the 
court are of opinion he ought not to have fhot a-head to her 
-affiftance,either before, or after her mafts were gone. The 
court ave farther of opinion, that as he had no ordersto 
cover or conduct the firefhip, he'is not guilty of that part 
of his charge: that on account of the above Silures ot his 
duty the court are of cpiniony that he falls under part of 
the 12th article ef war, contained in an at of parliament 
miade in the £3thtyear of king Charles the Second ; but in 
regard he hath both before and fince the enjagément bore 
the character of un experienced and diligent officer, and 
that his failure-of duty feems to have proceeded from a 
miftake in judgment, the conrt do adjudge him to be ca- 

* thiered, and to be incapable of ferving as an officer in his 
majefty’s navy during pleafure; that he be alfo muléted one 
year's pay. The court do therefore hereby ‘adjudge 
him to be cathicred during his majefty’s pleafure ; and be 
is alfo muléted one year’s pay, as captain of the Rupert, to 
the nfe of his majelty’s chelt at Chetham,” 

In conifideration, however, of his former fesvices, and 
tha: not only irreproachable, but excellent character he had 
on every other occafion acquired, and [upported, he was 
reltored to his rank of captain in the navy, by order of 
council, bearing date the 12th of” May 1748. But the 
kingdom being at that time ina ftate of profound peace, 
he was not invefted with any command; and on the 
17th of April 1750, retired altogether from the fervice 
with the rank, and half-pay of a rear-admiral on the fuper- 
annuated lilt. < 

He died on the 25th of March 1771. In juttice to his 
memory we cannot but briefly obferve, that the error, if 
any, committed by him, was certainly deemed, by thofe 
who held the power of punifhment,. as one of the moft 
venial kind. A. life on every other occafion uniformly 
{pent in the purfuit of honour and the {tricte(t attention. 
to the fervice of his country, muit entitle him, to the 
someon of all good mn, filencing the clamour.even 

.9f thofe whe are moft rigid in their ideas of {tid difci- 
pline, 
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pline, andéthe-neceffity of, enforcing it on’all occafions 
whatfoever, 
. BRADGEY, Thomas, — was, on the sth of March 
Heh, promoted to the command of the Princefs Louifa. 
‘He was, not long afterwards, removed into the Diamond 
frigate; in which -thip he had the misfortune to be wrecked 
‘on the Hynder, a fand at the entrance of the port of 
Fitlvoerfluys, on the coaft‘of Holland, fometime in the 
ead 1737- He was afterwards, at his own folicitation, 
ing in rather narrow circumftances, appointed to the 
‘Grampus, a {mall veffel fent to the Mediterranean, which, 
though of inferior rate, was, according to the regulations of 
the navy exifting at that time, of more ailvantage, in a 
Pecuniary, Tight*, than a more confequential command. 
le did not long enjoy this ftation, returning to England 
foon afterwards, and dying, in London, in the cburfe of, 
the year 2741. 

UTLER, Sir Roger, —was, in the month of June 
1734, lieutenant of one of the fhips fent, under fir John 
Norris, to Lifbon, molt probably that of the admiral. 
himfelf. On the death of captain Ogilvie, at that port, 
he was, on the 3d of June 1734, promoted to the com- 
mand of the Heétor, as his fucceflor. He wasafterwards 
captain of the Chefler; and foon after the commence- 
ment of hoftilities with Spain, in 1739, was appointed to 
the Plymouth. Jn this (hip he was immediately ordered 
to the Mediterranean, and did not long furvive his arrival 
on that ftation, dying at Gibraltar fome time in the 


gear OME’ 

COMPTON, James,—was, on the 13th of December 
1734, promoted to the rank of poft captain, and appointed 
to the Seahorfe. We do not find any fubfeqnent men- 
‘#ion made of him till after the commencement of the war 
with Spain, and then only as having comuganded ‘the 
Lenox, of feventy guns, in the year 1741, under commo- 
dore Mayne. In that flaticn he attended fir John 
Norris, during his different cruifts in the Channel in the 
courfe of that fummeér, On the 6th of April 1743, he 
ited an extra-commiffioner of the navy, .an 





F thips or veflely of that defcription aéting in the 
smmandes and purfer, be 
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fice he-refigned in the month of January 1747, and 
oi eve in pay. In the year 1754 he had a 
penfion of 4001. 2 year granted him, as a fuperannuated 
dommiffioner of the navy. He is faid, by!Mr."Hardy, to’ 
have put a period to his exiftence, by cutting his throat, 
fometime in the year 1775. This'melahcholy accident 
is faid to have happened at Hampton, but the caufe of it 
is not even pire te ‘ 

DURELL, John, —was, on the 8th, of November 
1734, made captain of the Gibraltar frigate. In the fol- 
lowing year he failed for Lifbon fome fhert time after the 
fleet had proceeded thither under fir John Norris, and was 
there promoted, by that admiral, to command the Cen~ 
turion, after the deceafe of captain Proétor: We have no 
information concerning him, ‘after that appointinent, till 
the year 1741, when he commanded the Mary galley, a 
fifth rate of forty guns. In 1745 he was captain of the 
Eltham, a fhip of the fame rate and force; but does not 
appear to have had any particular opportunity of diltin- 
guifhing himfelf in either of thofe commands. He died 
in England either at the latter end of the year 1748; or 
the beginning of the enfuing, different dates being <ffigned 
to this circumftance. Y 

HAWKE, Edward, Lord,— was the only fon of 
Edward Hawke, of ‘Lincoln’s-inn, efq. barri(ter-at-law, 
and Elizabeth his wife, reli& of Col Ruthven*, and 
daughter of Nathaniel Bladen, efq. alfo of Lincoln's-inn, 
and of the fame honourable profeffion with his fon-in- 
law. His lordfhip being from his earlicft youth in- 
tended for the fea, received an education fuited to fuch 
allotted purfuit. After having, -with the greateft repura- 
tion, paifed through thofe inferior and fubordinate ftations 
which were neceffary to qualify him for the command 
of a thip, of war, im which he sented a perfect 
knowledge of every branch and particular of his duty. 
He was, about the year 1733, made commander of the 
Wolf floop of war.” On the 20th of March 2733-4, he 

2 - a 











® Thib Fadywas the filer of colonel Martin Bladen, one of the 
commiffoners of trade and plauations, and reprefentative in parlia- 
it for Portfmourk. Her mother was Mabella, dj wughter' of fir 

Williat Fairlas, of Siockion, in the county Gf ¥ork, knight. 
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was promoted ty the rank of poft captain, and appointed 
to the Flagriborough. In the year 1740 he commanded 
the Lark, of forty guns*, on the Leeward Iflind ftation, 
and on his return to England was made captain of the Port- 
land, of fifty guns. He was not long afterwards ftill far- 
ther advanced to the command of the Berwick, of feventy 
guns, one of the fhips ordered for the Mediterranean ta 
reinforce the fleet under Mr. Mathews. ‘ 
‘aptain Hawke, during thefe, his early years of fervice, 
Jaboured under a misfortune which has not unfrequently 
attended the braveft and be(t of men ; and as no perfon.ever 
lived to acquire a more juft or honourable title to fame 
even to a degree of popular adoration, fo may it\to 
other braveemen who pafs a confiderable part, if not the 
whole of their lives, almoft in a&tual obfcurity, or at leaftin 
a ftate of inactive and unnoticed fervice, highly grating to a 
generous and warlike fpirit, afford fome cunfolation when 
they refleét that a commander, fo renowned as Hawke, 
laboured under the fame inconvenience for ten years after 
he attained the rank of captain. ‘ 

. The encounter off Toulon afforded this. gallant man 
the firtt opportunity of rifing from that level line of fer- 
vice to which many of the braveft officers are unfortunately 
confined. The Berwick, which he commanded, was one 
of the few fhips which were particularly diftinguithed on 
that unfortunate occafion, in fo great a degree that, 
it is certain, the combined fieets of France and Spain 
would have been nearly ansihilated, if every other thip in , 
the fleet had been as bagteg! engaged as herfelf. Ibis 
almoft needlefs to repeat the feveral circumftances attends 
ing that part of the action in which Mr. Hawke wae Bastin * 
cularly andindividually concerned, asthey have beenalready 

jven in the life of Mr. Mathewst, but we mult beg to re~ 
mark, we can {carcely think fufficient tribute has been paid 
to bis gallantry in the account of that aétion publifhed by 
authority, for no notice is there taken that the Poder, of 
fixty guns, @ Spanith fhip of war, which was the only one 





© This appears rather a doubtfil circum@ance. In the beginni 
Of the year 474t-be commanded we Borland, 24, above fate, nee 
was then ao the Barbadoce fiation. 
+ Vob. itiaPage 26g, et feq. ‘ 
’ R which | 
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* 
Lwhich fell into the hands of the Britith, was engaged and 

‘aken by'tke Berwick, and, as appears from fevcral con- 
‘current teftimonies, without the leafi affiftance from any 
other fhip in the fleet. Collins, in his account of this 
noble lord, informs us, ‘ that the Poder had, in the ear- 
Tier part of the ation, driven the Princeffa and Somerfet 
out of the line, which being perceived by captain Hawke, 
he gallantly bore down upon her till he got within piftol- 
fhot; when difcharging his whole prdadfide, he killed 
“twenty-feven of her people, and difmounted feven of her 
Jower-deck guns. Continuing the attack with the fame 
fpirit he had commenced it, the Poder in a very fhort time 
furrendered.”” 

The fubfequent fate of the prize is well known, and 
and we can only join in a lamentation, which 4ll admirers 
of gallantry mult be uniform in making, and fecl a forrow 
even at this diftant period, that fo much bravery fhould be 
deprived of its reward, by the defertion, or want of proper 
exertion in thofe who retufed to follow the path to victory, 
fo clearly pointed ont*to them, that they céuld not, 
except through perverfenefs, have poflibly miftaken it. It 
is reported, but on what ground we have been unable to 
difcover, after the ftricteft enquiry, fo that we indeed totally 
difbelieve the whole ftory, itisthat he was brought toacourt- 
‘martial for his conduét in the foregoing cncounter, and 
{cntenced to be difmiffed the fervice, for breaking the line 
and -fighting without orders, but as a palliative to what 
would, but for that, have been a dtfgrace, that he was im- 
mediately reftored to his rank, by the exprefs command of 
his majefly, king George the Second. However unac~ 
countable it may appear, it isn lefs fo than true, that we 
have Rote related of this yery renowned, and worthy 
charaéter till the year 1747, when he was, on the 15thegf 
July, promoted to be rear-admiral of the white. He was 
immediately afterwards appointed to command a {trong 
fquadron ordered to ‘fea, in the hope of intercepti 
numerous flect of merchant-{hips colle&ted at the Ile of 
‘Aix, and intended to be convoyedto America by a very for~ 
midable force under the command of Mr. de L'Etendiere, 
chefd’efcadre. Mr. Hage failed from Plymouth, on the 

¢ gett of Adguit, with the following thips under. his com- 
_mand. : “ ts 





Ships, 
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‘ Commanders. Men. Guns. 
3 . 


+’ Srear-adm'. Hawke 

Dypchllige — captain Moon 555 66 
Kent—Fox “ x 480, 64 
Edinborough—Cotes - - 480 90 
Yarmouth—Saunders - = 500 64 
Monmouth—Harrifon - 480 Jo 

4th Rates. + 
Princefs Louifa—Watfon - 400 = 60 
Windfor—Hanway > -~ 490 60 
Lyon—Scot - - 400 60 

ilbury—Harland - - 400 bo 
Nottingham—Suamarez - 400 = 60 
Defiance—Bentley - “ 400 60 
Eagle—Rodne' - - 400 = 6 
Gloucefter—Durell - - 400 $0 
Portland—Steevens - - 300 50 


A very*dull and unconfequential cruife of fome 
continuance was at laft repaid to Mr. Hawke by a 
fight of the French fquadron, on the 14th of O&ober, 
at feven in the morning. He was then in latitude 
47° 49, longitude. from Cape Finifterre 1° 2° W. when 
the Edinburgh miade a fignalifor feeing feven fail in 
the S. E. quarter. A general chace immediately com- 
menced, and in an hour's time the fyuadron had fight of a 
very confiderable number of thips, fo crouded together 
that the eye could, with the greatelt difficulty, feparate or 
count them. At ten Mr, Hawke began to form the 
line of battle a-head; and foon afterwards the Lovifa, 
which was the headmoft as well as the weathermoft thip, 
gpade a fignal for fecing eleven flips of the line belonging 
tothe enemy. At half paft ten captain Fox, who com- 
manded the Seni, hailed the admiral and informed him he 
djfcovered twelve large thips of war, with a fleet of mer 
chant veflels, or.tran{ports, under their protection. The 
Jatter were {oon perceived to be crowding away. with 
all the fail they could: fet,-while the ships of war endeae 
voured to, form a line a-! their protection, and 
hawled'year the wind under, thkir tBpfails and forefails, 

m ir top-gallant-Sails fer.': sii 
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Mr. Hawke finding, according. to his.own-expreffion, 
that-he loft timc by endeavouring to form the line, as the 
enemy was at that time flanding away with.all the Gil 
they could fet ; at eleven o'clock he began a gtneral'chace 
with the whole {quadron. “In half an hour.the-headnioft 
Ships had neared the enemy fo contiderably that they were. 
within a proper diltance to engage, and Mr, Hawke 
making the necellary fignal, the encounter commenged. 
‘The Lyon and Princefs Lovifa, which were the headmoft 
of the Britith fquadron, began the action, the other thips 
fupporting them as faftas they could get up, and clofe. 
Ina very fhort time it became general from yan to rear. 
‘The French fquadron was inferior in point of force, bat 
had the advantage of the weather-gage ; aud a very) brifk 
and conftant fire being maintained on both+ fides, the 
fmaak, of neceflity, prevented every perfon: prefent from 
obferving the number and m&nceuvres of the enemy, or 
even what palfed among the thips of his own fquadron. 
As to Mr. Hawke, after having previoufly received the 
diftant fire of feveral fhips while in the act of going down 
and endeavouring to clofe with the enemy, he ai lait fac- 
ceeded in bringing the Severn, of fifty guns, which, as it 
Happened, was the {mallet fhip in the French Tine to a 
clofe action. His fire was too formidable to be wirhftood 
for any length of time;*the Severn was, accordingly, the 
firit fhip which itruck, and Mr, Hawke, without 
‘waiting to take poffeffion of his prize, immediately on her 
furrender, left her to fome of the finaller fhips which 
were coming up, and hawled his wind in order to affilt the 
Eagle and Edinburgh, which were then warmly engaged, 
the latter having loft her fore-top-matt. 

This gallant ‘attempt was froftrated by the Eagle's 
falling on board the Devonthire, having had her wheel 
dhot to pieces, ail the men at it killed, and her braces ant 
bowlings fenes fo that the fhip was abfolutely ungovern- 
able. Mr. Hawkewas,in confequence, obligedtobear away, 
and was by that accident prevented from attacking cither 
the Monarquc, of feventy-four, or the “Lapnant, a eighty 
guns, fo clofe as to afford any profpeét of bringing. the 
conteft to a {peedy-deciGin, .. The.admiral, ‘however, en- 
deavpured to engagerthein both in-fucceflion, andchad ver 
ubearly fucceeded in clofing with: thedatter ; but‘as, foor 4 
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bebe began open his fire, the byeechings of feveral of his 

lower decl gun gave way, and he was obliged to fhoot 

ahead ‘till the new breechirlgs were feized, for the upper 
and quarter. deck guns could effet but little fervice at the 
diftance they then were, againft fo formidable a fhip as the 
Tonnant. ‘ 

The enemy perceiving that fome accident prevented 
Mr. Hawke from attacking them as he intended, employed 
themfelves in firing fags guns, carefully pointed, in ho; 
of difmatting him before the injury-be had fuftained was 
fo far repaired as to enable him to come again into aétion. 
Captain Harland, who commanded the Wilbury, per- 
ceiving this attempt of the enemy, very gallantly ran be~ 
tween the Devonfhire and the Tonnant and begar to fire 
very brifklyson the latter. to take off her attention. The 
Devonthire was foon in a condition to renew the ation, 
but by that time had ran fo far a-head as to be nearly 
alongfide of the Trident, of fixty-four guns, which fhip 
he immediately began to engage, and foon filenced. 

‘The admiral about this time made the fignal for clofe 
ation, in confequence of his having obferved fome of the 
fhips of his {quadron en; , as he thought, at tgo great 
a fiance: pe having a foon aftervrards clofed sith P 
the Terrible; of feventy-four guns, the furrender of that 
ship, about feven at night, in a geeat meafure put an end 
to the a€tton. Six of the enemy's thips had by this time 
furrendered ; and as the Britifh Squadron was a good deal. 
difperfed, Mr. Hawkesthought 1t moft prudent to make 
the fignal. for bringing to ; but a confiderable firing conti- 
puing at fome diftagce altern, he was not without hopes 
that the remaining thips of the enemy's {quadron were cap+ 
tured. In the morning however he had the mortification of 
leggning, ‘that inftead of that fuccefs, captain Saumarez, 
of the Nottingham, had unfortunately fallen’in that ren- 
counter; aid thei the Tonnant had efcaped during the night 
bythe afliftance of the Intrepid, which fhip haft fuftained 
‘little or no dagsage in the preceding ation. 3 

Mr. Hawke on the morrow called a council of war; 
‘and as it would have been highly imprudent and improper. _ 
to have detached: any thips after.the French convoy, either > 

_at fielt, oF pending the ation RIF, exBept frigates, which’ 
jt would al haye bye dangetous in the extreme we Bite 
“. fent 
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fenton that feryice, the merchant thips. being cantioufly 
4eft under.the proteGion ofthe Content, of fixty-four guns, 
‘and feveral frigates, fome of them shounting thirty-fix 
guns; fo did he ‘now takerthe only meafilre poflible to 
promote fuccefs, by difpatching the Weatle {loop exprefs 
to the Welt Indies for the purpofe of alarming commo- 
dore Pocock, who commanded there*, and whither it was 
found the enemy’s fhips were bound, that he mighe take 
the proper meafures to intercept as many of them as 
offible. 

bs The event fully anfwered the expettation, and repaid 
the care taken"by the admiral on this occafion, for a very 
confiderable number of them fell into the hands of the 
Britith thipsin that part of the world. The ehemy’sveffels 
having in general fuftained confiderable damtage in their 
mafts and rigging, three being corfpletely difmafted, 
two others left with their fore-matts only ftanding; and the 
Severne alone, of all the prizes, being in a condition, to 
make fail, the adrhiral was compelled to lay to for two 
days in order to get up jury-mafts, and pur them ina 
condition to reach England. The fhips taken were, 


Men. Gans. 
Le Terrible* =~ - - 68 74 
Le Monarque - - - 686 74 
LeNeptune* 4x «© = 686 Yo 
Le Trident * - - 650 Aa 
Le Fougeux - - 65064 

La Severne * * . 550 o 
The fhips marked thus * were under orders for Marti- 
nico, from whence they were to have returned with a 
convoy. The ape which efcaped with M. de L’Eten, 


dicre, the chef d’cicadre, were 
Guns. Men, 
Le Tonnant am fo 822 
L'Intrepide , = - - 74 686 


Mr. Hawke arrived at Portfmouth with his prizes on 
the grft of OGober; and, asa reward for his very great 
bravery and good conduct on the foregsing-occafion, was, 

_in the month of November, eleGtedone of the knight's 
companions. of bre mott-honourable order of the bath, 


“* Meg Legge, whi it to hive been it 

on that fase havap ded Merc a ew aj kee aa 

‘place in Eyrope, “ts ey 
~ bay 
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but was not-inftalled till the saad June 1749*. In the 
month of January 1747-8, he was again orfered out 
with a fquadron to cruife. in, foundingst; two of his 
fhips; the Nottingham and Portland, were fortunate 
enough to capture, on the 31ft, the Magnanimey:a French 
fhip of war, of feventy-four guns, which having loft her top= 
maftstwo or three days before, when boundto the Eaft Indies, 
in company with two other two-decked fhipsand a frigate, 
was then returning to breft to refit. Nothing more re- 
miarkable took place during the cruife ; and peace being 
goncluded not long afterwards, he finally returned to Spit- 
head on the 24th of July$. The (quadron being difmant~ 
led, and the profpeé of affairs perfeéUly pacific, it might be 
expected that a life of ‘retirement would naturally have 
fucceeded thofe more active feenes in which we have of 
late feen him engaged. This, however, was far from 
being the cafe, he was defired to hold himfcif in conftant 
readinefs to take upon him any command the exigencies 
of the ftate might require his employment in; and ac- 
cordinglys in 1749, was appointed to the fquadron fent 
to convoy the tranfports, with the intended new fettlers of 
the province of Nova Scotia: on this occation, as Collins 
very ju(tly obferves, “* he performed this duty with all that 
integrity and care, that could be expected trom a perfoh 
of his honour and veracity.” 

‘The fame heraldic author proceeds, after having in- 
forined us that he afierwards was pretident of feveral 
courts-martial §, to obferve, “ that he always took the 

: greateft 





* In the month of December he was chofen reprefentative in pats 
Tiament for the borough of Portfmouth; and in the following year 
was eleded one of the elder brethren of the trintity-houfe. 

“wHe then removed his flag into the Kent, and failed from St. 
Helen’s, for Plymouth, on the 11th of January, having the’ Anfon, 
Centurion, and Crown, under hiscommand, He arrived at Plymouth 
on the 14th, and failed from thence two days afterwards, with a {qua- 
dron of nine fail of the line. 

On the 19th of May 1748, he was advanced to be vice-admiral 
of the blue. e 

§ On the th of July he fat as prefident of a court-martial, that’ 
was held on board the Invincible, at Pertfmouth, for the trial af 
Samuel Gouchman, the firll lieutenant, and Jan Morgan, licurenant 
of marines; with feveral other cfficersand feamen, for a con{piraty « 
feize his matefly’s fhip, the Chefterfield, and carty her off from tt 

3 4% 
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veteatel care to diftribute juflice without tegard'to 
‘wank or tonneétions. The innocent were fure to meet 
‘with his proteGion, and the guilty to feel the rod of pu- 
nifhment.” Accounts of fuch avocations conftitute all 
the information we can expect to colle of any naval 
officer during a recefs of peace; and it is fufficiently 
valuable, were it only that it affords us the opportu- 
nity of reporting the very jult and’ well-defervel en~ 
comium beltowed on his conduct .on occafions that 
otherwife have very little intereft to excite our atten- 
tion. In the year 1750 he was appointed to the Portf® 
mouth command ; and on the 15th of Anguft entertained, 
on board the Monarch, his flag fhip, then lying at Spit 
head, their royal highneffes the prince and princefs of 
"Wales, with feveral of their children, an honour no ad- 
miral had at that time ever before received. In the month 
of December following he was appointed prefident of the 
court-martial affembied for the trial of Mr. Griffin, on a 
charge, already related in the account of that gentle- 
man. We find no other mention made of. him till 
the fufpicious condu&t of the French court, in 1355, in- 
duced adminiftration to arm feveral {quadrons, to be ready 
for immediate fervice on the firft emergency. At the very 
beginning* of the year fir Edward was advanced to the 
rank of vice-admiral of the white; and on the 21ft of July 
failed from Portfmouth, having under his command a fleet, 
confifting of Pightecn thips of war, under orders to cruife 
in the Bay of Bifcay. He returned into port on the 29th 





coalt of Africa, with a piratical intent, At this court-martial 
Couchman and Morgan were fentenced to be fot; and the carpenter, 
carpenter's mate, the quarter-mafler, and one feaman, to be hanged; 
on all wham the fentence was afterwards executed, 

He wasalfo in the fame year appointed prefident of acourt-marts) o@ 
Bourd the Monarch man of war, at Portimouth, for the trial of at 
officer of rank, on a charge of difobedience of orders, of yhich he was 
conviéied, and falpended for a year. 

Inthe month of December 1749, he fot in'a gouct-martial, beldion 
Beard the Cha:lone yacht, at Deptfor for a. purpote of enguning 
into the conduét of rearadmiral Knowles, in am ation between a feet , 
under hit Command, and Spanith (quadron of Hifpaaila. 

He alfo fat at a cog:rt Is x , in Fi 1 

“fee the teal of eaptath Hie tad captain Fowler, wha were Sceuleds 
“By admiral Knowles, for milbchaviour im the fame aBiian, when they ~ 

were both acquitted with great honour. ask 

On the gth of January. eo 
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of*September, being relieved by the unfortunate Mr. 
Byng ; and continued on the fame unintcrefting fervice 
alternately relieving and relieved till Mr. Byng had failed 
for Minorck. ‘he report of the unfortunate eu- 
counter which had wken place in the Mediterranean, 
induced minifters, asis well Known, to récal that gentleman, 
and appoint fir Edward as his fucceffor. 

Hg accordingly failed from’ England, in the Antelope, 
on the 16th of June, and on his arrival at Gibraltar took 
upon him the command: but the objeét which the French’ 
court had in view being effected, their [quadron retired back. 
to its harbour, leaving to fir Edward the poor fatisfac- 
tion and empty honour of continuing on the fame {tation 
matter of tlt fea* during the remainder of the year. His 
hext appoiAtment was to command the fquadron fent to 
convoy the body of troops commanded by fir John Mor~ 
daunt on the expedition againft Rochfort. He accord- 
ingly failed on the 8th of September 1757; and this ap- 
pears to have been the leaft fudcefsful fervice on which 
this brave and deferving officer was ever employed. The 
fleet and expedition was detained by thofe impediments 
which commonly arife when two diftiné& authoritics are 
employed to effet one end and purpofe. Its force was 
fofficiently formidable to ftrike all France with difmay. 
11 confilted of fixtecn fhips of the linet, two bomb-ketches, 

two 




















> The only circumMance deferving notice, that ocurred during the, 
exuife, is thus related by Campbell. : 

4 A French privatecr having taken an Englith veffel on the coat 
of France, brought her to an anchor under the guns of Algezire, a 
Spanith fort in the bay of Gibraltar. Sir Edward Hawke, whofe 
{quadron was at this time riding in the bay, and lord Tyrawley, go- 
vasnor of Gibraltar, immediately fent to demand the reflitution of the 

ize, which the governor of Algezire pofitively refufed. The 
Finglith officer whorcarried this demand, being attended by a number 
‘of armed boats, with orders (o cut the fbip out and to bring her off at 
all gvents, proceeded to execute his orders, and carried int; but 
the caille gave him fo warm a reception that above 2 hundred of his 
men were either killed or wounded. The court of Spain approved of 
the governor's conduét, and pretended to be violently olfeaded with 
that of fir Edward Hawke. 


Guns, 


# Buckle 100" Neptune—Galbraith 
SUSE ige Mibwe Sener 





Feet 
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two firefhips, two buffes, one ftorefhip, and fifty-five 
tranfports, exclufive of the Jafon, of forty guns, employed 
asa tranfport; and the Chefterfield, -as a repeating fri- 

te. ¢ Jand force confifted of ten regiments of in- 

ntry, two of marines, a fquadron of light horfe, and a 
proportionate train of artillery. 

The fleet failed from St. Helen's with a fair wind and 
bore away to the weftward. On the 2oth, beiny then off 
the ifle of Oleron, fir Edward ordered Mr. Knowles? who 
was appointed to cover the landing, to proceed for that 
purpofe with his divifion, and the.tranfports, to Bafque 
road, The conqueft of the ifle of Aix was to be firft 
attempted. Campbell is exceedingly fatyrical on this 
occgfion ; but whether the contemptuous light in which 
both himfelf and other authors treat the aflault and cap- 
ture of the fortrefs is juft or otherwife, is not our prefent 
confideration. It isan undeniable and certain faét, that 
nothing farther was attempted till the afternoon of the 
23d, when rear-admiral Broderick, with the captains 

ennis, Douglas, and Buckle, were ordered to found the 
coaft and reconnoitre a praper {pot for the debarkation of 
the troops. A difference of opinion arofe, principally 
among the land officers, and proved the bane of the expe- 
dition, for in a council of war called on the 25th, on board 
the Neptunc, in confequence of that want of neceffary 
unanimity, it was determined, “ that the attempt on 
Rochfort was neither advifeable nor practicable.” 


———— ee 


Gans. Guns. 
Coventry—Scrope 28 


Royal William—Taylor - 
Cormorant—Clive - 18 


Barfleur—Graves = 80 
Princes Amelia—Colby 
Magnasime—Howe = 
Torbay—Keppel = 
Dublin—Rodney =, 
Burford—Young = 


&4 
89 Poflillion—Cooper 18 
74 
74 
7 
qo 
Alcide—Doug)as - 6 
6 
60 
60 
6 
ge 


Beaver—Galcoigne 18 

Pelican—O'Hara = 1G 

Elcort—Inglis = 14 
Bombs. 

Firedrake 





America—Byron = 
‘Achilles—Barrington = 
Medway—Proby + 
Duykirk—Dighy - 


Frigates. 
Soutbampion—Gilchfa =? 
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A ftrange degree of irrefolation appears to have per- 
vaied the minds of thofe to whom the more g@tive parts, 
and abfolute execution of the plan was to be entruftéed. 
Spirited me&afures foon fuccceded to thofe of torpidity, and 
the a€tual determination of immediately profecutmg the ori- 
ginal intention of the expedition followed an abandonment 
of it almoft like caufe and effe&: On the 28th, in the after- 
nioog, fir Edward made a fignal from the Ramillies for all 
the commanding officers of regiments, or corps, to repair on 
board his fhip for orders, which were accordingly iffired at 
eight o'clock that evening, for the troops immediately to 
prepare for landing in the courfe of the night. The 
utinolt, expedition and alacrity was ufed by the fuburdinate 
officers in preparing for an attempt, which it was hoped 
inight effitce the remembrance of the former delay, by 
caufing this formidable armament to return back to its na- 
tive country crowned with honour, and triumphing in the 
defeat of its cnemies ; but the wind unfortunately frething 
foon after midnight, an order was iffued about three o'clock, 
in the mrorning for the troops to return to their refpeive 
tranfports. 

Sir Edward, wearied at laft by repeated difappointments, 
did, on the 29th of December, declare, by letter, to fir 
4fohn Mordaunt, the conymander-in-chief of the army, that 
if he had no aétive or immediately decifive operations 10, 
propels, he, fir Edward, intended to proceed with the fleet 
to England. The general declining any farther attempt, 
immediately approved of the admiral’s intention ; and the 
whole fleet having failed on the 1ft of Oétober, for Eny- 
Jand, came to an anchor at Spithead on the 6th. The 
people were extremely diffatisfied at this fruitlefs and 
expenfive attempt ; but though it ought to have been very 
agparent fo every body * that no part of the hlame refulting 
from the failure could fairly be attributed to fir Edward; 





* Licutenant-colonel, afterwards general, Wolfe, paid ir Edward 
the higheft cribute of applaufe, in the evidence he gave at the trial of 
Ae Jolin Mordaunc and*Collins concludes she thort mention he 
makes of the ill fuccels of this expediciontin the following terms. 


“Sir Edward Hawke engaged to vig ev‘ gin his power to allt 
the land forges in their attem fort ; but nothing was 
done except séking the (imall i gh the wallant admiral 
exerted himfel! tc the atmoft to ant pitegertion of the expedition. 


“Vots TV. yet 

















274 LIVES AND CHARACTERS OF, 


yorthe bafer partet his countrymen, forgetful of hisformer 
fesviges, neglectful of that gallantry which had on fo many 
eccafions bcen the objeét of their admiration and delight, 
inftead of receiving with a-confolaiory terfdernefs, or 
fympathifing with him, on an occafion, which, doubtlefs, 
gave him an equal if not fuperior concern to what it did 
any other individual in the Kingdom: they aggravated the 
diftrefs he certainly felt as a patriotic charaéter, withing 
the welfare of his country, by infulting him with the vul- 
gar affront of a dumb peal. A mortifying reception when 
compared to thofe acclamations he had always been ac- 
eultomed to be greeted with. F 

So much for popular opinion and the critically difcri- 
minating voice of what is called the nation. Sir Edward 
failed again for the coaft of France on O€tober 22, in order 
to prevent any of their fhips of swar from putting to fea. 
He continued employed on that fervice during the winter, 
except at fach intervals of return as the neceary recruit 
ef provifions and waler rendered indifpenfibly neceffary *. 
No pasticular opportun'ty of diftinguifhing hinvfelf oc- 
curred till the month of April following. He had 
failed from Spithead on the 11th of March 1758, with 2 
{quadron confilting of feven thips of thedine, with fouie 
frigates, and made the light of, Ballines, on the ifle of 
Rhe, about nine at night, on the 3d of April. The 
fquadron continved plying off and on till three in the 
morning on the 4th, and then made fail for Bafque road. 
At day-break fir Edward-difcovertd a numerous convoy 
belonging to the enemy, a few leagues to windward of 
him. He immediately gave chace; but the wind baffling 
him, the convoy, together with the three frigates thar 
efcorted it, all effected their efcape into St, Martin's, on 
the ifle of Rhé, except one brig, which was burnt by tae 
Hoffar. After this dilappofatisent he bore away at noon 
for Bafque road, in a line of battle a-head, and at four in 
the afternoon difcovered a fquadron and convoy, belong- 
ing tothe enemy, lying off the ifle of Aix. He foon 
ditkinaily made their force to confift of one thip of feventy ~ 
four guns, the Floriffant; three of fixty-four, the Handi, 


Foe ee ee 
* In the month of Dicember be repaired to London for a few days, 
we attend the court-martial par ppl Gir J. Mordaune. a5 


iphynx, 
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Sphynx, and Dragon ; one of fixty, the Warwick; fix or 
feven frigates; and about forty merchani-fhips or tranf- 
ports. This armament, on board which,were embarked, 
‘as it was afterwards known, upwards of three thoufand 
Jand forces, was to have been joined by fome other thips 
from Bourdeaux, and then to have proceeded to America, 
for the proteGtion of Louifbourg, and the other Frénch 
colonies: its deftrudtion confequently became an object of 
the higheft importance*. At half palt four fir Edward 
made the fignal for a general chace to the S.E. At five 
the enemy began to cut and flip their cables, endea- 
vouring to make their efcape, but in the utmoft con- 
fufion. At fix the commodore himfelf began to fly, 
fome of the thips belonging to the Britilh (quadron having 
worked Pe within little more than gun-fhot of him. 
Many of the firft fugitives were by this time faft in the 
mud: and the admiral being aware that there was not’a 
soph of water fufficient to permit him to follow them, at 
half paft fix came to an anchor off the ifle of Aix. 

* At five the next morning all the enemy's fhips were feen 
agrourid and nearly dry, at the diftance of five or fix miles. 
A confiderable number of the merchant-fhips, and fome 
of the fhips of war, had fallen on their broadfides. As 
foon as the tide of flood made, fir Edward putting his 
beft pilots on board the Intrepid and Mcdway, fent then 
nearer in fhore a full gun-fhot: they then came to an 
anchor, and founding a-head at high water, found they 





® The following account was given of the tucccfs of this attack, 
in a private letter from France, written immediately after it hap= 


ed. 

Pee We find admiral Hawke with ten thips of the line palled the 
Pertuis d'Antioche, and xbont. five in the afternoon failed towarde 

e ifle of Aix, where we bad one feventy-four gun-fhip, three or four 
‘of fifty and Gxty guns, which were not entirely armed, apd two fri- 
gates. About tal an hour after fite, edimiral Hawke went with bis 
‘whole fleet to attack, and was about one league from them, About 
three-quarters after, five our merchant-fhips endeavoured to run'alhore, 
and tbe men of war were trying toget inte the river Charente; but as 
it was then growing dark nothing could be feen. They write it is 
impofhible that one {hip could be Cayed, &s they could not get into the 
river Charentes' This is affertéd } that faw all that poffed thae 
day?” "The enemy were, however, in ¢ degrec, lefs unfortunate 
than they themictves éypeéted: s ay 


Sz hed 
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had but five fathorn, or thirty feet, of which the tide rofe 
eighteen. Thoenemy were now difcovered to be extremely 
buy in getting boats and launches from Rochfort to affiftin 
drawing their thips through the foft wud, as foon as they 
fhould ‘be water-borne. In the interim they were pre- 
paring for that operation in the beft manner poffible, 
by carrying out warps, and throwing every Shing 
overboard they could get at. ‘hey in confequenccedif- 
burthened themfelves of their guns, their flores, their bal- 
Jaft, and even their water. So indulirious and indefati- 
gable were they in their endcavours to fave themfelves, 
that in the courfe of the day the greater part of their fhips 
of war got as far as the mouth of the river Charente, 
without its being poflible for the admiral to iftercept, or 
prevent them. As for the merchant-fhips and tranfports 
they were aground near the ifle Madame, but fo protected 
were they hy the ¥, that no other injury could be 
done thein, except that of cutting away cighty buoys which 
they had laid down on their guns, anchors, and other un- 
periflble astidles, which they had thrown oferboard. 
This fervice was cfeéted by the boats belonging to the 
frigates, On the sth captain Ewer of the marincs, was 
detached, with one hundred and forty men, to the iile of 
Aix, with orders to deftroy the new works which the 
encmmy was bulily employed in ere@ing there, as a ‘ubjti- 
tute for the fort deftrayed by the Englith in the preceding 
antumo. ‘This fervice was effected without interruption, 
and by fir Edward's efpecial and peremptory command, 
without giving the fmalleft difturbance to the inhabitants. 
‘The primary objeét of the expedition was thus executed, far 
as wnftances would admit, and the Englifh admiral was 
vd to be contentavith the fatisfaétion of having com- 
pletely fiwtrsted the expedition to America, thereby 
waving a decided faperiority to the arms of Britain in that 
quarter, 
Sir Edward quickly afterwards returned to England, and 
was appointed to ferve as fecond in command of the fleet 
put under the orders of lord Anfon, for the purpofe of 
covering the defcent made on the coaft af France, near 
Cherbourg. He. {Kl continned in his former fhip, the 
Rainillies, and file upon the fervicg juft mentioned on the 
WMof June; but being uihappily {eized with a violent sere 
OR 
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foon after the fleet got into the Bay of Bifcay, was obliged 
to quit his command, and repair to England fr the reco~ 
very of his health. He arrived at Portfmouth on the 19th 
and immediately ftruck his fag. This indifpofition pre- 
vented fir Edward from’ accepting any commanrid during the 
remainder of the year. In the beginning of the enfuing 
he was nominated commandér-in-chief of the very power- 
ful iteet equipped, to oppofe an equally formiduble force 
which the: French were then very batily employed in 
equipping, at Bicit and other ports, for the parpofe of 
invading Britain. He failed trom Pori{mouth on the 18th 
of May, and was fo dili_ om attentive to his duty, 
that, for the fpace of sexily fix months, the enemy were 
effectually prevented from putting to fea, While they 
thus fafersd themfelves to be ingleriaufly blocked up, 
they underwent not only the national ranrtification of 
feeing their coafts infulted, but with the aggravated cir 
cumflance of having their merchant-fhips taken in their 
fight, and fome of them ut outer the port where 
this formidable armament, their dernier refort, lay, with- 
out having it in their power, or cven daring to attempt 
their refeue, A trou welterly wind at lait effected the 
enemy's temporary deliverance, by driving fir Edward 
from his fiation on the rath of Odtober. After fome 
fruitlefs attempts to reguin it, he at Jaft pur into Plymouth 
Sound on the Sth of November ; and the enemy feized on 
this opportunity, unfortunate as it proved to them, of 

putting to fea. $ 
“The marquis de Conflans failed from Breft on the 44th 
of November, and ftecred for the bay of Quiberon, in 
iyopes of being uble toefe@, asa prelude to future fuceeta, 
the deltruction of a {mall Brith fyuadron, confilting of 
fy gun-fhipsand frigates, which lay there at anchor, under 
the coinmand of commodore Duff, watching a large fleet 
of French trafports which were affembled for the purpofe 
of taking on board a very confiderable land force, with can- 
non and camp equipage, deitined for the invafion of 
Ircland. Sir Edward, as it were fympathctically, failed 
from Torbay, in purfuit of ther, on the fame day, having 
hoifled his flag on board the Royai GAyree. “Phe events 
well known, aad cannot bé more fatistactorily or early 
$3 deferibed 
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ddferibed thn in the account Biven by that gallant admiral 
himfelf, of this memorable and glorious encoynter. 
i 


«© Royal George, off Penris-point, Nov. 24, 1751+ 

* In my letter of the 17th, by exprefs, I defired you 
would acquaint their lordfhips with my having received 
intelligence of eighteen fail of the line and three frigates, 
of the Breft fquadron, being difcovered about twenty-four 
leagues to the N. W- of Eellifle, ftecring to the eaftward. 
All the psifoners, however, agree, that, on the day we 
chaced them, their {quadron confifted, according to their 
accompanying lift, of four thips of eighty, fix of feventy- 
four, three of feventy, eight of fixty-four, ong frigate of 
thirty-fix, one of thirty-four, and one of fixteen guns, 
with a fmall veffel to lovk out. They failed from Breft 
the 14th inftant, the fame day I failed from Torbay. 
Concluding that their fi-ft rendezvous would be Quiberon, 
the in{tant I reccived the intelligence I direéted my courfe 
thither with a prcft fail. At the firft, the wind’blowing 
hard at §. by E. and S. drove us confiderably to the weft- 
ward ; but on the 18th and 19th, thongh variable, it proved 
‘more favourable: in the mean time, having been joined 
by the Maidftone and Coventry frigates, I dizedted their 
commanders to keep a-hcad of the Tqusteon, one on the 
ftarboard and the other on the larboard bow. At half 
paft cight o'clock in the morning of the 2oth, Bellcifle, by 
our reckoning, bearing E. by N. {-4th N. the Maidftone 
made the fignal for feeing a fleet. J immediately fpread 
abroad the fignal for a line a-breaft, in order to draw all 
the fhips of the fquadron up with me. I had before fent 
the Magnanime a-head to make the land: at three quarters 
pait nine fhe made the fignal for an enemy. Obfervimg, 
on my difcovering them, that they»made off, | threw out 
the fignal for the feyen fhips neare(t them'to chace, and 
by drawing into a line of battle a-head of me, endeavour to 
Map them till the reft of the {quadron fhould come up. The 
other fhips were alfo to form. as they chaced, that no time 
mip loft inthe porfuit. That morning the enemy were 
inchace of the RochAter, Chatham, Portland, Falkland,Mi- 
nerva;’ Vengeance, and Venus, all which joined me about 
eleven o'clock ; and, in thé evening; the Saphire, from Quis 
beron Bay. All the day we had very frefhigal les at N, 2 
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and W.N. W. with heavy fqualls. M. Conflans kept 
going off under fuch fg} as all his fquadron could carry, 
and at the fame time keep together, while we crowded 
after him with every fail our ships could bear... At half 
palt two P.M, the fire beginning a-head, [made the 

Signal for enga ing. We were then to the fouthward of 
Belleiflc, and the French admiral headiact ; he (oon after 
Jed round the Cardinals, while his rear was in ation. 
About four o’clock the Formidable truck, anda little after 
the Thefee and Superbe were funk ; about five the Heros 
ftruck, and came to an anchor, but it blowing hard no boat 
could be fenton board her. Night was now come on, and 
being on a part of the coalt, among iflands and fhoals, of 
which we Were totally ignorant, without a pilot, the greateft 
part of the’fquadron beingin the faire litdation, italfo blowe 
ing hard on alee-thore, J madethe figna) to anchor, and came 
to, in fifteen fathom of water, the ifland of Dunner bearin 
E. by N. between two and three miles, the Cardinals W. 
half S. and the fteeples of Crozie S. E. as we found nexs 
morning. 

“ee Inthe night we heard many guns of diftrefs fired, 
but the vioience of the wind, our want of Knowledge of 
the coaft, and whether they were fired by a friend or an 
enemy, prevented ali means of relief. 

a By day break on the 21ft we difcovered one of our 
fhips difmalted on fhore, the French-Heros alfo, and the 
Soleil Royal, which, under cover of the night, had an- 
chored among us, cu? and ran athore to the weltward. of 
Crozie. On the Iatter's moving, 1 made the Effex's 
fignal to flip and purfue her; but fhe unfortunatcly got 
upon the Four, and both fhe and the Refolution are irre- 
coverably loft, notwith{tanding we fent them all the 
aMiftance the weather would permit. About fourfcore of 
the Refolution's company, in fpite of the ftrongelt re~ 
monftrances of their captain, made rafts; and, with feve- 
sal French prifoners belonging to the Formidable, put off, 
and, [ am afraid, drove out to fea, All the Effex’s are 
faved (with as many of the ftores a8 poffible) exceptfone 
lieutenant and a boat's ctew,..who was drove on the 
French fhores-and have not free. heard of. , The 
remains of both fhips arc fer onfise. § We found theppor- 
ferfhire, Revenge, and Defiance, ead during the nightof the 
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agih, put to fea, as I hopethe Swiftfure did, for the is Rill 
miffing, The Dorletthire and Defiance returned next 
day ; and the latter faw the Revenge without. Thus, 
‘what lofs we have faftained has beer ofing’to the wea- 
ther, not the enemies, feven or cight of whofe line of 
battle-fhips got to fea, I believe the night of the aétion. 

«© As foon as it was broad day-light in the morning of 
the 21f, I difcovered feven or cight of the enemy‘eline 
of batde-flips at anchor, between point Penris and the 
‘river Villainc, on which I made the Signal to weigh, in 
order to work up and attack them but it blowed fo hard 
from the N. W, that, inflead of daring to call the fqua- 
dron loofe, I was obliged to ttrike top-gallant matts. 
Mot of their fhips appeared to be aground at low water; 
but on the flood, by livhtening them, and thé advantage 
of the wind under the land, all, except to, got that 
night into the river Villainc. 

*€ The weather being moderate on the 22d, I fent the 
Portland, Chatham, and Vengeance, to deltroy the Soleil 
Royal and Heros. The French, ou the approach of our 
dhips, fet the firlt on fire; and foon after the latter met the 
fame fate from our people. _In the mean time I got under 
way and worked up within Penris-point, as well for the 
fake of its being a fafer road, as to deftroy, if pofhiple, the 
two thips of the enemy which {till lay without the Viilaine 
but before the thips fent a-head for that purpofé conid get 
near them, being quite light, they got in with the tide 
of flood. ‘ 

«« All the 23d we were cmployed in reconnoitring the 
entrance of that river, which is very narrow, with only 
twelve foot water on the bar, at low water. We difco- 
vered, at Iealt feven, if not eight, line of battle fhips, 
about halfa mile within, quite light; and two large frigages 
which appeared to have guns in. By evening I hal twelve 
Jong boats, fitted as firethips, ready to attempt burning 
them, under cover of the Saphire and Coventry ; but the 
weather being bad, and the wind contrary, obli, 
defer it, till at leat the later thould bé favonrable ; if they 
can by any means be deftroyed, it fhall be done. 

+ In attacking Hiving enemy, it was impoffible, in 
the fpace of a fhor#winter’s day, that all our fhip’s fhould 
be able to get into aétion; or all thofe of the enemy 
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brought to it. The commanders and companics of fuch 
as did come up with the rear of the French, op the 20th, 
behaved with the greatefl intrepidity, and gave the {trongelt 
proofs of a tne Britifh {pirit: in the fame manner, I ant 
fatistied, thofe would have acquitted themfelves, whofe 
bad going thips, or the diftance they were at in the morning, 
prevented from getting up. Our lefs hy the enemy is 
not epniiderable, for in the (hips which are nuw with me} 
I find only one lievtenant and thirty-nine {amen and 
marines killed, and about two hundred and two wounded. 
When I confidered the feafon of ihe year, the hard gales 
on the day of action, a fying enemy, the fhortnefs of the 
day, and the coaft we were on, I can boldly affirm, that 
all that couké poffibly be done, has been donc. As to the 
Jofs we hate fuftaincd, let it be ylaced to the account of 
the neceflity I was under of running aif riiks to break this 
firong force of the enemy. Had we had but two hours 
thore day-light, the whole had been totally deftroyed, or 
taken, for we were almolt up with the yan when night 
overtook us, | 

« Yefterday came in here the Pallas, Fortune floop, 
and the Proferpine firefhip. On the 16th T had difpatched 
the Fortune, to Quiberon, with dircétions to captain Dutt 
to keep frilly ow his guard. Im his way thither the fell 
in with the Hebe, a French frigate of forty guns, under 
jury malts, atid fought her feveral hours. During the 
engagenrent lieutenant Stuart, 2d of the Ramillies, whom 
J had appointed to copmand her, was unfortunately kil- 
led. ‘The furviving officers, on confulting togeiher, 1e- 
folved to leave her, as the proved two ftrong for them, 
T have detached captain Young to Buiberse Bay with five 
fhips, and am making up a flying fquadron to fcour the 
cogit to the ifle of Aix, and, if practicable, to attenipt any 
of the enemy's fhips that may be there. 














« Jam, fir, &c. 


« Epwaxp Hawxe."! 
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Lift of thips with fir E>warp Hawke. 
Ships. Commander. Gum Men, 


Royal George — { opiConeakt 100 88. 


Union—Adm! Hardy, capt. Evang go 770 


Duke—Graves - 90 750 
Namure—Buckle - go ‘o 
Mars—commodore Youn: = 74 00 
Warlpite—fir Jéhn Bentley 74 600 
Hercules—capt. Fortefcue 74 630 


‘Torbay—Keppel - - 74 700 
Magnanime—lord Howe - 74 700 
Refolution—capt. Speke * 74. 600 
Hero—Edgcumbe -' 74 600 
Swiftfure—fir Thomas Stanhope 70 520 
Dorfetthire—Denis - - 





70 520 
Burford—Gambier - - JO §20 
Chichefter—Willet . jo 528 
Temple—Wath. Shirley =~ jo §20 
Revenge—Storr - 64 480 
Effex—Obrian - - 64 480 
Kingfton—Shirley - 60 400 
Intrepid—Maplefden - fio 420 
Montague—Rowley - 60 - 420 
Dunkirk—Digby e - 60. 420 
Defiance—Baird = - 60 420 

‘The following frigates joined fir Edward between Uthant 

2 and Belleifle. 

Ships. Captains. Guns: Men 
Rochefter—Duff - 50 89-350 
Portland—Arbuthnot - 50 = 350 
Faulkland—Drake - 50 = 350 
Chatham— Lockhart - 50 350 
Minerva—Hood - 32-220 
Wenus—Harrifon = 36 240 
Vengeance: i - 28 200 
Coveney —Byrem oe 28 = 290 

2 Maiditon iggs my 28. 200 





Saphire—Strachan 2. 33 m9 
: Atk 
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lift of the French {quadron which came our of Breft, 
Nov. 14, 1759. 

Ships. Commanders. Guns. Men. 
Soleil Royal—admiral Conflans 80 41200 
Tonaat—vice-adm’ Beaufremont 80 tooo 
Formidable—rear-adm! du Verger 80 1000 


tone - 80 1000 
’Tntrepide - - 4 815 
Le Glorieux - ae bs 815 
Le Thefee - - 74 815 
Le Heros - - 4 «815 
La Robutte - - 74 «81g 
Le Magnifique - - 74 «815 
La Jutte - - 70 800 
Le Superbe > - 72 = Boe 
Le Dauphin - - 7o = 800 
Le Dragon - - 64 750 
Northumberland = 64 950 
La Sphinx - - 64 750 
Le Solitaire - - 64 750 
Le Brilliant % - 64 750 
L’Eveille _. - 64 750 
La Bizarre - - 64 750 
L Infiexible ~ 64 750 
La Hebe - - 40 

La Veftale r #6 34 

L’Aigrette - - # 

La Califo - 6 


Le Prince Noir, a finall velfel to look out. 


The above thips were all in company when the a&tion 
began.except the Hebe *, $i 
ir 





© The following additional particolars are given in fome collateral 
accounts, as well at letters, and are believed to be as authentic, they 


. certainly are curious. ; 
“© Before three o'clock the fring’on by Mfides became very britk, 
and fo intermoxed were the thipr ghat 1c why almoft impofible 19 
ebBinguith thole of each nation, Frendh rear-admiral,-im the 
Formiddhle, bore a very heavy cantonade from the Refolution; and 


whea the Keyal George came up bawled dows his fags bat iti bat 
$ z 











a. % a =e 
piv aep enanactans of fest 
+ scemnber 1747, the Speaker informed him, that the 
. shad unanimoufly refolved, * that their thanks thould 
“given him for the late {plended v che had obt 
“over the Frenchificet, and accordingly deliyered'them to 
shim inithe following terms.” © 
« Sir Edward. Hawke, 4 

“The houfehas unanimoufly refolyed, that their . 

thanks be given to you, for the late ‘ignal vidtory obtained ® 
‘by you over the French fleet. 

You are now, fir, happily returned .to your country, 
after a long but moft important fervice; you are returned 
vidtorious, triumphant, and full ef honour. You mect 
the applaufe of your countrymen ini their minds and hearts, 
and which they had manifetted before in alk the outward 

.demonftrations of public joy and congratulation. 
« Your expedition was of the neareft and moft affect- 
ing concern to us—the immediate defence of his majefty’s 
(Kingdom, againit a difappointed and enraged enemy, 
meditating, in their revenge, our deftruction’ at once. 
Your truft, therefore, fir, Bese of the dughet nature ;, but 
to which your charaGters of courage, fidelity, vigilance, 
and abilities, were known to be equal.. You foon freed 
us from fears, and have anfwered all our hopes, that bra- 
very and conduct could give, or turbulent feas and feafons 
would admit of ; even the laft did not difturb or diminifh 
your fpirit and vigour, You had overawed the enemy in 
their ports, in their chief naval force, till fhame, perhaps, 
or dehy tion, brought them forth at laft. You fought 
them, fubdued them ; and, in their confufion and difmay, 
made thofe, who couldefcape, to {eek their fecurity in flight 
_ and difgrace, * ae 

“© Thus. their reparing invafion , was a) 

and difpelled, and pa 2 eh bring to.our. et 
»-brance the defign and the fate of another armada (in a 
former age of glory) whofe defeat was at-that cee 

4 rot England, and the lafting renown of the Englife 
‘Jate eminent, fervices to your, 
been now. enumerated ;, not 

y are unknown any where, 
your prefence with us 














b ad 





de 


fervi us ‘our expeétations 
may ral pam in the defence hes ig 
d honour of your country, wherever you ‘egali 
sea Sa ee ‘ 
‘« It is a very pleafing office to me, to convey thefe 
thanks of the ‘houfe to you; and I do give you, am the — 
name of the commons of Great Britain, their thanks, for. 
Tate ‘iGtory, obtained by you over the French 





* Upon which fir Edward Hawke faid, | 
4 Mr. Speaker, 

«J own myfelf greatly at a lofs, as to the proper | 
manner of acknowledging the great honour conferred om ~ 
me by thiz au fe, in their diftinguifhed approbation _ 
of my conduét, on the 20th of November lait. Indoing — 
my utmoft, I only did the duty I owed my king and 
country, which ever has been, and fhall be, my greateft 
ambition to perform faithfully, and honeftly, to the beft of 
my-ability. 1 can only afflure this honourable houfe, that 


and the anfwer.to it, is remarkable, iroum = 
acy in ist prllgueaiaey sdory ot brian, end oe 


‘deferving of relation. 


was ordered nem. con, that what had been thei fad by Bes 


fhould 


vand rel h Reever 
ployed on the fervice, of watching the miferable 
the French armament, with fome few intervals: 



















ed ge. we leone 


, f Dean he 0D ran eh 
activ tit, he joined a cool deliberate t oa co tobe 
“rufficd by accident, or fhaken by any irefeen and 


fudden eatin. A fingular proof of this habitude of 

“mind was exhibited during the time his flag was on board 

the Royal George: owing to acollgction of foot in the 

funnel of the ftove, the thip took fire in the great ei 

Sir Edward was at that time very cooly ocdupied in dreffi Wi 
himfelf; and when this circumftance, which to men lefs 
firm would have been of the moft alarming nature, was 
difcovered by him, he went out on the deck, and, taking. 
the firft- lieutenant afide, calmly faid to him, in a low tone 
of voice, * Sir, the thip is on fire in my | cabbin, give the 
neceffary directions to the people to put it out?” 

ey In fervice he was. always a fteady enforcer of difcipline, 
but at the fame time the conftant friend and patron of 
merit. If thofe who were remifs in their duty met an 
implacable foe, thofe of a contrary defcription always+ 
found a warm and moft zealous friend; fo thatf to fum 

~ up his character in very few words, bad men feared him, 

good men loved him, and the natural enemies of his native 

country ftood in awe of him, 

» On the nonument ereéted to his memory’at Stoneham 

is the following epitaph, the juftice'and truth of which, 

Pa truft, no man who knew his character will eyer dare . 

;, D.O.M. « 2 
This monument is facred to the memory of | 
Epwarp Hawke, 
~ Lord Hawke, baron’ of Towton, in the county of York, 
Knight of the Bath,» 

© Admiral, and commander-in-chief. of the eee < 

be Vicon eee riniaiaes Se 3 

* Who died pn 17, 1781, 


pS Aged 76. 

> The bi of his foul was equal to the dangers he en- 

¢ Say att 3 the cautions intrepidity of his deliberations, 
o obtained ; the, 
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‘This monument is alfo facted to the memory of © 


> Catmarine Lady Hawke, his wife, 
Th 5 J 









bag 2 te 
“eo Inthe conjugal, parental, and focial duties of private life 
te They were equalled by few, 
Excelled by none. 


KNIGHT, William, —was, on the rath of May 
17345 eichane captain of the Deal Caftle, and we have 
*no farther information relative to him till the year 17445 
« She then commanded the Torrington, of forty guns, on the 
Welt India tation, and was, not long afterwards, a= 
vanced to the St. Alban’s. In the month of June 1744, ~ 
he was fent, with captain Coleby in the Falmouth, by 
*~yice-admiral fir Chaloner Ogle, to demand reftitution 
from the governor of Porto Bello, of the floop Triton and 
her 0, which had been taken by a Spanifh armed 
veffel off Garote, on the 7th of January preceding, not- 
withftanding the mafter had a regOlar licenfe to trade, 
granted by the governor of Santa Fee. ‘The Spanith com- 
mandant trifled with them, and evaded giving an an- 
{wer for fome days, holding out, notwith{tanding, re- 
peated hopes that he reftitution would be made, without 
obliging them to# refort to compulfive meafures. 
‘Wearied, however, with reiterated difappointment,-and 
there being no profpect that he ever really meant to” 
{keep his word, captain Knight and his companion began 
to fire upon the town, they continued that chaftifement for 
fome hours, till they had done fufficient mifchief to the 
lace to balance the fatisfadtion required ; and had demo~ 
Fithea by their carinonade feveral houfes, among which 
was that of the governor's. . 
- _. On their return: to Port Royal, where they arrived on 
“the 8th of Auguft, they capturgd and brought in with — 


neti. a French vellel, m ight and 
ate a ge 
ne, Carrying twenty-t 
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able. of {pecic, and a valuable cargo: 
x ‘aptain Knight Par i te not long 
fi ‘this piece of good fortune, the St. Alban’s bei 
in 2 hurricance before the conclufion of the year, 

‘the perfons on Je huts 8 

SCLATER, SLATER, or SLAUGHTER, George, 
—for,thus differently is his name fpelt, but the latter is 
faid to haye been the proper mode, was’ on the 25th of 
July, 1734, appointed captain of the Argyle. No farther 
mention is made of him till 1741, fome time after the 
rupture had taken place with Spain ; he then commanded 
the Chefter, of fifty guns. In the beginning of 1742 he 
‘was captain of the erfet, of eighty guns, one of the 
Mediterranean fleet, commanded by Mr. Haddpck. He 
remained on the fame ftation fome time, ferving afterwards 
under Mr. Mathews. Mr. Slaughter joined the fleet on 
February 3, fix days before the action, in which he bore 
2 very af inguifhed fhare. On the firft day of the en- 
Counter he was very warmly engaged with feveral thips of 
the Spanith divifion ; and on the fecond having, by car- 
sying a prefs of fail, advanced three or four miles ahead of 
his own fquadron, he brought the Hercules, a Spanifh 
thip’ of feventy guns, which had accidentally fe 
from her companions, to aétion. He would in all proba- 
bility have captured her, had not feveral of the fhips belong- 
ing to M. De Court's divifion, tacked upon Mr. Slaughter, 
and refcued the prize his gallantry deferved, though not 
till the had f ed confiderable damage : he is faid to’ 
have afterwards removed into the Dunkirk, but we find no. 
other mention-made of this gentleman, except to inform 
us that he died in England fome time in the courfe of the 
years 1750 

SHORTING, Robert,—from being lieutenant of one 
of the {hips of war on the Weft India tation, was, on tl 
ad of March 1734, promoted to be captain'of the Deal 
Cattle. He did not long furvive:this advancement, dying 
in that command on the 11th of May following. : 
® WILLIAMS, Edmund, — entered isto thenavy to- 
wards'the ‘latter end i Tee reign of king William, and 








experienced ditt otion fc wards of thii 
: years: at lat he was, in 1733, (pads ComnmanniePORAGe 
ERASE Oe hag a oa ‘ Grampus 





Ogle, at 1! 


© thip, which had received one shot 






‘Grampits floop of war, one 0 I 
commuffion, and ordered to. the \ i 
the Brith commerce in that partof the 
piratical depredations of the Spanii ‘ 
2d of April 1734, he was advance Sees 
the York, of {xty guns, one of the fleet ert 
under the command of fir Joho Norris, which ia 
enfying year proceeded with him to Lifbon : hewas after= 
wards captain of theRochelter. » His next command, aa far 
as _we have been able to inveftigate, was that of the Jerfey, 
a fourth rate of 60 guns, one of the flectunder fir J. 
ftationed in the Channel. In 1740 he quitted this thip, 
on its being ordered to the Welt Indies with fir Chaloner 
¢ conchifion of. the year. We hear ‘ing 

perth ae him, his name not Rote e comi 
till we find him captain af the Royal Oak, Sy 
one of the Mateeesotas fieet under the orders oe Mrz 
Mathews. His condué in the encounter of Toulon 

ing been deemed reprehenfible, he was, one of the 
‘officers tried by the court-martial, a{fembled on, board the 
London, in fiver, in the month of OMober 


1745." , 5 
7 Rise fabftance of the charges made againft him were, 
that he Salat pede eons to take, Po See es 
mage the enemy; but inftead thereof, wi it 
ark Tie ibe Aphis eens aah Romtinoing with Mis 


majefty’s thip under his to windward of his 

tation in the line of battle, during all, or the greatelt 

of the engagement. Sng oA nl 
That he did not within point blank, but 


when not even in reach of the enemy, atrandom thor. _ 

_ "That he did not aflift the Marlborough, which thip 

hard prefled having loft her'main and mizen malts. 

The witneffes in fupport of ‘thefe points of accvfation, 

pei ee the Royal had fired when aeeciee 
lank hot; but admitted that captain Williams. 

down till he had received the fre of three of the enemy 

thips, and was'at laft forcedito haul ee in 
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"Wk engigel the Thin ithe enemy's line 2 tern’ f the 
- Fabepet te tp itite eny ir hour dfove hea 


> from her ftation, to which fhe never again returned : that 
/ “he afterwards progreffively engaged three or four more” 
~ _ thips of the enemy's fleet, and was at Je obbeet to fetire 
for want of due fupport, as he alledged, from the Rupert. 
He obferved farther, that the witnefles both for the crown, 
and in'his defence, had fufficiently proved he bore town 
immediately when the admiral did, anc got into action in a 
<fhort time after the Namur and Marlborough: the’reafon 
why he did not engage fooner was, becaufe Mr. Mathews 
altering his'courfe, he did not know whith way he meant 
to fteer, having a fignal out for the’ line jof battle a-head, 
which he kept flying. That he had no notice of his inteh- 
tion of altering his courfe , that when he did engage, it 
‘was with the thip which he thought was'in the proper 
fituation oppofite to him; and that he fought her for an 
hour, till the bore away, in which he hoped he had done his 











dut: p & 
That it would haye been abfurd for him to have gone 
out of his flation to the affiftance of the Marlborough, as 
not only the'admiral was clofe to her, but the four fhips~ 
a-ftern of him, were all between the Royal Oak and the 
Ship in queftion ; thefe were the thips which ought to have 
engaged thofe which preffed the Marlborou; fT hat there 
. were none but the Real and Hercules for them to engage; 
and it would have been very improper for him to haye 
his ation, as there were four other fhips\ef the 
enemy then coming up. \ 
‘That as there had been many queftiors afked concernin; 
His not going to the affiftance of the Marlborough, he would. 
obferve, that by the (3th article of the fighting nflruGtions, 
after the fignal being made to engage, every thip wa to 
elofe with the enemy in the order prefcribéd unto them by 
the admiral; and that by the 22d article, if any fhip was 
in diftrefs, the was to make proper fignals in confequence. 
of it:the next fhip was then to go-to her afliftance. That’ 
by the 24th article, go fhip was to leave her ftation, on 
oe u 












from 
thofe fhips for an hour ; and they intending to weather him, _ 
he thought it moft advifeable wae coene te Rupert, in — 
order to prevent her falling into their hands. 

That it cannot be doubted but he was within point 
blank, becaufe many thot went over him, and feveral 
hulled him, though the evidences againft him had fworn 
fhe was not within point blank, notwithitanding they were 
themfelvts a great way diftant from him; he neverthelefs 

the court would think him near enough, 
he only joined the fleet the morning before the 
engagement began ; and had no other orders from the — 
admiral, than to g0t0 his flation between the Rupert and 
Dunkirk, which he did, and then engaged the enemy, as 
ier be tad been forty-five years in the-fervi 
it a en forty- ice, 
hajinral bin charadler news deboeed © Be atisiniad 
he had been “under the dire&tions of feveral ch, 
_who had approved his conduct during all the time he had 
been in the fervice. As a proof_of it he had received — 
“feveral favours from them: that it had been proved 
did not withdraw fear, but was willing to 
Jonger if any other fhip had boruedown to him; that 
had been guilty of an thing, it was to be remembered 
oe ia acapiadel cooesberg ore eliee eal 
im i remem! ; but 
by what he could ecole if i Ls 





i 








“7. bs 
(298, LIVES AND CHARACTERS oF 
| Whe court after a deliberation of nearly two days cam 
Y “eit flowing eranaton, »detrnnation whe 
, ation of whi appear to have paid every 
ffible and equitable michtion to the feelings of perfonal 
heentr end the didtates of public juftice. 

« Ttappeared that the Royal bore down upon the 
enemy foon after the Namure and Marlborough, and en- * 

iishe thip aftern of the Hercules till the bore away to - 
He ita? that the Royal Oak was, fome time out of? 
aétion till the headmoft of the four Spanifh fhips came 
up; the then engaged that fhip, and continued in aétion 
fome time, receiving the fire of three, if not of all the four 
rah that foon ie, era wore; an the “it al 

e the Spanit ‘ips again in ing. 

when Roy Oak firft brought up fhe was not in a 
Tine with the admiral ; that the continued at too great a 
diftance, during the greateft part of the engagement, 
that fhe afterwards came wp, and then engaged properly, 
confidering her fituation- 

“© That as captain Williams was not in 2 lire with the 
admiral when he firft |, and not within a proper 
diftance of the enemy, he failed in his duty, as he da not 
do his utmoft from the time of the beginning of the 
aétion, to clofe with the enemy at a proper diflance to do 
execution. That as to his going to the affiftance of the 
Namure and Marlborough, the court are of opinion 
it was his duty, after the hip he engaged with, had 
bore away, to continue in a proper {tation to receive the 
other four thips that were coming up ; that it therefore was 
not requifite for him to have made fail ahead of the other 
thips, nor to go to the affiftance of the Marlborough. 

“* That the conrt do he is guilty of part of 
the charge, and falls ler the 12th article of war: 
but in regard to the long fervices of captain Edmund 
Williams, in the:navy, confidering that his eye fight was 
very defeétive, that he manifefted his eagernefs to engage 

~ the enemy, that he had already fuffered » confiderable. 
punithment by the lofs of his thip, and his confine- 

. ‘ment, «that he cap into the fleet but juft before the 
aétion and recei ly a verbal order from the-admiral 
fall into: thé line the Rupert and Dunkirk; 
ard tifat, of the nineteen greek Ste 
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eres rompotes , nine are of that ea in 
alse wi be famure when he | ahe 
Sts Hy emp de oe 
to be em) -more in his majelty’s a5 
but the court do alfo unanimoufly. recommend ye 
lords of theadmiralty, in order to his being continued upon 
+ his half pay, according to his feniority, an order the — 
« marfhal to difcharge him out of cultody.” 
=) The’ recommendation of the court-martial was fo far 
fuccefsful; that on the 3d of May 1750, he was raifed to 
the rank of rear-admiral and put on the fuperannuated — 
‘lift: he confequently became entitled to 2 comfortable 
penfion during life, but which he did not long Liss; to 
enjoy, dying. pn the 6th of March 1753- . "a 





awe 1735: 


NORRIS, Richard,—was the unfortunate fon of ade 
miral fir John Norris, a charaéter ever 10 be revered for 
his gallantry and. is diftinguithed conduct, as a naval 
commander of the firft rank ; but the virtues of the father 
appear to have been very in copied by his defcendant.. 

le was brought up to the fea fervice, »s may naturally be 
fuppofed, under the au{pices and immediate Hid hme 
fir John, who was then an admiral, and afforded him, 
both by precept and example, an opportunity of becoming 
an_ ornament to his profeffion, and attaining an 7 
rank in the lift of the naval defenders of his native country. 

rr. Norris was appointed captain of the Gibraliarion- 
the ath of Oober 1735 ; and ape, eae four fucceeding 
ears we find no other mention of him. On the 

\ zupture taking ‘haere 8 in 1739, he wasaj j 


| Captain of the fi ns, one of the fqua- 

See aul take soiiaee seter Odi, atone tea 
Sledeaisy when hiptteaste ira that he was in 
pl Se dames et re his 
return to England, w : 


Dr temaan fi 
ial Sagres Tae” 
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ra ey tl 
year 





moted to the Kingfton, a 8 of fixty guns: 
before the conclufion of the he was adyanced to be 

captain of the Elfexy a third’ rate of Sey guns, fo . 
that he experienced every incitement»to perfect propricty 

of condud that promotion could indute. ae od 
Early in the year 1741-2, he was ordered to the Medi- 
© > terrancan with Mr. Leftock and the reinforcenent to the 
fquadron-already on that ftation, under the command of 
Mr. Haddock. “He wasemployed, more particularly after 
the arrival of Mr. Mathews, on feveral fervices of no in- 
confiderable importance, and acquitted hint{elf in a man- 
ner perfectly unexceptionable. The mot"confequential 
of thefe a rs to have bgen the blockade’ of the 
ith gallics in the neutral port of St, Tropez and he 
executed it with all the fpirit and prudence ofa gallant and 
good officer. ‘The Spaniards having, forfeited all claim 
to the refpedt ufually paid to a friendly port, Where even 
an enemy has taken refuge, and wantonly begin to 
fire on the Englifh thips, captain Norris ordered in cap- 
tain Callis, of the Duke firefbip, to attempt their deftruc- 
tion. “This command Was very expeditioufly and fpiritedly 

_ executed ; but the hohour of it has been very improperly \ 
iven, by the generality of hiftorians, folely to captain 
' Ree who certainly could claim no other merit than 
the good fortune of having had & fuccefsful and gallantan 
enterprife executed under his orders * : his conduét, how- 





+ The following thort official account will fully explain this tranfe 


lion. 
«By letiges Fromvice-aduiltal Mathews, dined the 14th of Jai 
ae Vi Se tasted kok Srooghe by SpebatsUes ea ee 
of the Duke fircitip, abere is w@vice that captain Nort, upon ie 
4 Groite between Cape Roos and Villa Franca, having had sotice of Bve 
‘Spanith gallies which had failed from to St. Tropes, 





i fiatcly followed them thither w liy's thips under 
pan sgh order to detain them there Hibs beatin 
from the admiral raing them: bat that the faid i bi 













es O24 the 
‘The admiral indeed appeared to h 
Higielt-spanion aie josepiget a 
evening preceding the aétion, ordered him 
the motions of the combined fleet during etd g 
* tion honourable, delicate, and highly co: 


+ Mathews, in the account of the engagement tanfmitted 


be to England, makes no mention of captain Norris 
ing the action ivfelf ; but on the following day, we find 


Tine, which had been captured by the Englith, 
Mathews not deeming it prudent, while in fight of t 
enemy, to desach any of his fleet to conyoy the prize into 


him ordered to burn the Poder, Spanith thip’ of Me 
re 


me 

Captain Norris executed this order in a manner 
not in any dégree incurring the cenfure of the comman- 
. ‘der-in-chief.. Notwithitanding his condué in the action 
itfelf had been fo far impeachable gs to occafion his after- 
wards quitting the fervice in a way far from honourable, 
he was not only continued in his command, but employed 
during the time he retained it, in many fervices far from 
infignificant. In’ the month of May 1744, he had the 
fortune to effeét the deftruction of a confiderable part 
ofa Spenith embarkation, or convoy, from Majorca and 
Barcelona, of which he gave the following account, in a 
letter to admiral Mathews, who tranfmitted it to England 
as the belt method of doing juitice to what he deemed an 

_ 2 of gallantry, and entitling Mr. Norns fo praile. 


«« Effex, off Toulon, May 22.) 


| Yefferday morning, at half an hour after three, we 
Fav srenty fail oh aabeckrandetiecs plying to the 
_eaftward. “ Upon their sry Ca piexanl of 
- them, and they not bein: to jotat, they bore 
| away, for Call crockiand part for Maeheilles| GAs T 
judged them to be a Spanifh embarkation, I thought it 
|) my indifpenfable duty 10 endeavour at deft them, 
Shas, eittiod I came to,an eye ee 
and about a pi from acreck to 

d to fhelter them= 
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. 4 
plage, “He foon réturned and informed me, 
he thought what I had propefed, ‘with to 
ing the eaftern fide of the creek, ang landing the 
marines under fhelter of the cannon, was very practicable, 
that we might drive the enemy from their vel, and fend 
the boats to take poffeffion of them. I accordinglylanded - 
the marines, who were attacked by @ of the Spani- , 
ards; but as foon as the officer could form theni, they 
forced the enemy to retreat; at the fame time the boat; 
boarded a xebeck anda Tartan, and warped them out 
me. I immediately fent the boats in again with combuf- 
tibles to fet the reft of the embarkation on fire, as I found 
it impradticable to get them out; anti I/have the pleafure 
to acquaint you, that we had the (good fortune to burn 
three xébecks and eight fetrees. The xcbecks were all 
armed veffels to convoy the fettees, and I believe in their 
ballaft. The fettees were laden with powder, cannon, 
other ordnance ftores, and fome provifions, bound to 
Antibes, where they were to receive farther orers from 
the marquis de Jas Minas and by what I can learn front 
the prifoners we have taken, they were to’ embark: troops 
foe Hay. I am the more confirmed in this opinion, 
as Wwe found flings in them for hoifting in thei horfes, 
‘They came from Majorca and Barcelona.” . 
Notwithftanding Mr. Mathews does not appear to have 
himfelf preferred any complaint again{ft captain Norris, 
his condu& was fo loudly cenfured by others, that it was 
very evident the rules and honour of the fervice rendered 
it neceffary to enter into a popes and legal inveftigation of 
it. Captain Norris, in_all probability confcious of his 
own demerits, and confequently fearing to meet the in~ 
jured countenances of his countrymen, or fubmit his caufe 
S that se which pews either have vindidated 
jis honour or punifhed his delinquency, th it r 
to withdraw hanfelf from Port Mahon*. ripe ae 
wards continued to pafs a life of obfcurity, 25 it is faid, in, 
Scotland; but, as may fee be fieppofed in all cafes 
of retirement fimilarfco the prefent, even the time of his © 
a ROBINSON, o ROBERTSON, Nicholas, sa 
, Or RT » Nici was, on 
the 8th of May 1935, appointed captain of the Aldboro’. 


| Other accounts fay he ableonded after his arrival in London. 
5, We 
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We have no fabfequent information concerning him till - 
the year 1741, when we find him commanding the Effex, 
of feventy gunsy one of the fleet then ftationed in the 
Channel, unde? the orders of fir John Norris. He quit- 
ted this fhip on the return of the fleet into port, when the 

_ Winter approached, being fucceeded by captain Norris 
laft-mentioned, We do not know what particular ~ 
“command he Ss span) invefted wate though it is 
Very apparent he was quickly appointed to fome other thip, 
for, on the 16th of June 1743, Ievwhs baxter acim 
martial, at Sheernefs, on a charge of defrauding govern- 
ment, by falfe accounts, of the fum of 1381. 188. He 
was fentenced to pay a fine equivalent to twelve months 
pay ; and we have no proof of his ever having been again 
ecaployed in the fervice. He died in England onthe rit 
ef February 1753. : 


1736. 


CHAMBERS, William,—was, on the sth of O&ober 
1736, made captain of the Leopard. This is the only 
mention we find made of shis gentleman till the year 1740, 
when he was appointed to the Montague, one of the tips 
put into commiflion to form a part of the formidable ar- 
mament fent out, at the end of the year juft mentioned, 
under fir Chaloner Ogle, to the Weft Indies; he was of 
courfe prefent at the memorable and ever to be lamented 
expedition againft Carthagena; after the failure of which, 
the Montague being one of the thips ordered to remain on 
the Weft India flation, he, in 1741, accompanied Mr. 
Vernon when he proceeded again{t Cuba, an enterprifeas 

‘ unfuccefsful in its termination as ¢ ling one had 
been. Mr. Chambers remained in thé.Wet Indies fome.. 
years after this, retaining, during that period, the com=, 
mand of the Montague. is ge wa principally occu, — 
pied in cruifing for the p an of the Batife 

fs: oe, 


com- 
merce} 


| 
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#; asexperience had taught thecommanders-in-chief 
it the force allotted'to themy, confidering the'difadvan- 

of. tie climate, and other caufes, was, in all probae 
ite to the redution of fuch Spanith fettle- 


bility, i 
Keke as could be deemcd important cnouglf to anfwerthe 


‘mere expence of capture. 

* ~~ mention js'made of Mr. Chambers after his return 
to Europe,’which in all probability hay pened in the year 
17455 TA his roniotion; ei the rea y u 
fear-adiniral of the white. Immediately’ on his advance- 
‘ment he was appointed to’command a fquadron of nine 
fhips of war (tationed in the Channel. Butthe enemy not 
attempting to fend any {quadron to fea* for the purpofe of 
oppofing fuch naval operations as the Britith govern- 
ment thought proper to undertake, he paffed through this 
command as little noticed as though he had been invefted 
with it in a time of profoundipeace. On the 12th of 
May 1748, he experienced a farther promotion to be rear- 
admiral of the reds which appears to have been the higheft 
rank he ever lived to attain. On the conclufion of the 
peace he was mentioned as the admiral to be invefted with 
the command in the Weit Indies, of the {mall fquadron 





* The following little enterprize, trivial as it is in infelf, does Mr. 
Chambers too much credit, a6 a naval officer, to be omitted. So 
much adroitnefs, adtivity, and {pirit, merited more enlargd fuccels 
‘than he was happy cnough to mect with. 

“ Port Royal harbour, Jamaica, May 8, 1744. 

“ His majefty's thip Montague arrived’ the gd inflant from her 
eraife off the Tortuda bank, near the gulph of Florida, and bronght in 
‘with her a Spanith brigantine, of ten guns, and as. many fwivels, with 
twenty-four men, commanded by a lieutenant of a man of war, 
which ferved at that time as a tender to admiral de Torres, Cap 
Chambers, who commanded the Montague, fays, that the morning 
before he took this tender, being the gd of April, he fell in with the 
Spanifh {quadron, confiting of nine large hips of the line,.a frégate of 
twenty guns, and this brigantine, aboat five in the morning, in the 
Jatitude of 24, bearing W, and by N, ten leagues fiom the Tortuda 
‘Bank: that they were abous four leagues to windward of him when he 
firlt faw them ; and his thip being clean, he made fail to windward in 





 chace of ther all tbat day and night, im hopes one or other of them 


ight have fallen to lepward; that the ing he picked 
Green, i ight of Ere large pn about for agers to Wiad, 
a monadir fove em 2 jceated by adic 
it com ?) uM 
“Btawhe inthe moube of OBobe?, Z 
* ways 





July 1747 to be, 








= a i ie ‘ eer ec p 

aerate 

“mdr yt fonaiman'whofe condué he 
much ‘ofy and whore confequently knew he 
a heaton aw 38 Gea. 
on vo eta. septa quitted this 
"particular Dury leaves ine of fervice, we-mean 
ofa firlt rate,-and, generally peaking, the 
of captainto an admiral or commander in-chief. 


“Tn the begining of the west 1741 he was captain of the 
and in the fpring removed intothe 





che om wcacskably eivial Pa Ah been 

the lives of the different admirals under 

Amact Twin744 hevattended admiral Balchen 

tin his sinfortunate voyage to Lifbon, which ended} as it is 

Prelkene so, ide tofsof iasiaahlethip,andall the 

who failed in her, to the amount of cleven+hun- 
them ne the 











blade Se 


and aa of 
rc i cds es 


ween the commencement of. bias ene 
as jut mane he a a .as acruifes off the 
sat fipciled he NacteaSonge cere 


into Portimouthy.. It was on ere 
: received the a tment already 
He was, pesaetiaie ordered, canes a cruife with 
-gaptains Mayne oa ie ieeoara eememeate 
poste be ‘Soonaftertheirarrival onthe 
ftation they fell in with and captured, after a very: 
tefiltance, on ores of the enemy, the Princeffaya Spanish 
thip.of war,,.which, though mounting. only | un, 
‘was confidersbly larger than any of the Britith 
acorn SEO dimenfions. then ufed.... The Para 
pclae leenalenieg once Terktaol 
aa Ree (RS Sea hy BEATS APPR 
—_ farther concerning it, that a triffi 
Sifpase is ha to haye arifen between his lordthip 
captain, Mayne,.in. con! of the former having re+ 
ceived. the {word of the ith commander, which the 
teviger py mcd peri 
in action, but as ore or | aeseit 
iatach was, without muc! 


ity, and during the is Sanaa Ne ered de ir 
v 


Lap ate 
Ries of the Wen 
i, 
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bla. Fe Sonata singe ‘a Ggual for 'an 'e 
Stewhicn bictoahinwesfente or commanhog 
‘give’chace. On coming up during the night 
V'the marquis D’Antin, who was the Fi commo- 
dote, c y tefufedto bring to, his lordthip there- 
fore, wi fiat him hisbroadiide, which being 
inftantly returned, a° aétion took place, and conti= 
nued, with'very fort intervals, during the remainder of 
the night? ‘When’@aylight appeared the French fhips 
hoifted their colours and defifted from firing ; the Britifh 
fhips purfued the fame ‘line of condu@; and the com: 
mianders fe } after making apologies for what was 
called’ miltake; for though it was well wnderftood! that 
the marquis D'Antin'had been fent from Fraitce for a 

exprefs parpofe of reinforcing the count’ De Torres, 
nith admiral, and affifting him, in the attack of the 
Britith thips and fettlements, yet no'war having been de- 
clared between the tacks OE ond and Veriailles, the 
affair ended therély in’ the*mutual! lofs of feveral of the 

crew killed'and ded." § ey 

‘Little notice ts taken of his lordthip at the fubfequent 
attack of Carthagena! © He was"ftationed ‘in ‘the line to 
lead admiral Vernon's divifion, and is only mentioned as 
having been ordered into the harbour, with captain Griffin 
am the Barford, to cut off from the Spaniards all commu- 
nication, by watct, with CaftilioGrande. " His lordthip dit 
not‘long furtive this unfortunate expedition, dying at Port 
be ont the ath of May 1741, fiye ays only after the 
of the fleet in*that Narbour. “His complaint was 
patient it ‘ys éd'in the nite en! ¢limate of 
thagena, which, as‘Campbel!’ prope: ferves; that of 
Jane id ot cane he Bai page 4 
one ia erva'lieutenant, and*not quite cigh> 
Po gag , inthe Prof March 1733-4; married 
s 


me a Coiby *, fometime®, 
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ampton. In the manila of PA it 

chofgn. reprefentative in parliament a j S 

Thetford,.a ftation he: held till-the si his death, . 
RUSSEL, Joha,—was,on the Cn a 17365 

moted to be captain of the Pearl friga mr 

time weare ignorant. of any. eth ti 

till the year 1740, ar the Jatter endot whi 

commanding the Oxford, .a seat pe a 

the Mediterranean ftation, under Mr. 

not long remain. in this ship, being nets eee 

Powlet, afterwards duke of Bolton, Aaa oe unace. 

quainted what command he held till after:the appointment. 

of Mr. Mathews to the Mediterranean ftation, when, 

tht ae. divoguitied tl Le 

that i ve 


fleets off Toulon, and fe a 

dees og loft hie tight arm elofe. to his 
he died at in confequence of thofe honourable 
injuries, in a few days after the, aétion. , Confiderable., 


ho, Bad SS a hn of his. recovery, bupstheiae 
abate (ager : 

TREEUSI 'S, Thomas,—the defcendant ofa very bot air 
cent a kom le Soret Sally Was, na pate 

ember 1736, appoint captain of 

“This is the only naval = eal cuaamcaieht oareiniomes 
dep able to dit this gentleman, In, the month: 
May 31740, he was appointed commiffioner of the viétu- 
alligg othe a Ration he retained till the agth of June, 
1744, and then quitted, on being. extra, coms. 
miffioner hss So a fea = ny was ee 
temporary office in con! the war, w 
x eine. of naval, being transferred _ 


rranean. 
damit aiaiaion tion at the cof he e174 
soln ea Da aria fuperannuated - 









ca bog in pits is 
died, i in an England, on the 16%! 


“it } 
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BOSCAWEN, the Honourable Edward *,was Ng 
thirtefon of Hugh, $48 “Tord vifCount Falmouth, and’ 













ay Sli ee oy Ba 
Oe starsat efile Sone 46 
ni ic — Eyre Et ci 
The beth ee yal ee Je oi an 
Foren orrana cere 
Tenover Decbuoneet fon of Henny, wat living in the. 
o ving in 
He ‘and left iffue 
iedage wits hu Ha i fe phot Wallan De brewoot 


n eat “ete wha was living in 
j and de Lulyn, bis wife, wat ‘of John Dy if. 
pinins en eee 
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5 

fq. i shill his 

of Agata Big bee a ox at 

life “was, ing through the feveral 

ftations with the highelt cred romoted, on the rath « 

March 737, to be captain of the Leopard, a ‘fourth 

of fifty:guns. How long he continued in this com 

does not appear ; nor have we any information 

concerning him till the year 1739, when we find’ hi 

commanding the Shorcham frigate, employed on the Ja~ 

maica ftation as a aya at the Beeps or 

war with Spain. is thip wanting fome irs, be~ 

ing unfit “a at the Sind Mee Vernon failed on the: 

expedition againft Porto Bello, MrvBofcawen very fpirit~ 
ly defired to ferve under him.asia volunteer ;rand after 

the redution of the fortrefs, wasone of the officers em- , 

ployediin faperintending and diredting its demolition. We: 


* do not find ‘any particular mention made of him during? 





the enfuing year; but’in 1741, he itil! continui 
captain of the fame fhip, was attached to the fleet 
. Vernon, when. -on the expediti 
na®*. Here this brave 


firft opportunity eee of enterprife and? 
f danger, ‘fo marked his’ 
anetenaee epic aee aay eee 


command 
failors which were ordered withtwo luindred: foldiers;-to” 
attack’a fafeine battery; ereéted bythe enemy on the Mand!» 
Et Face ethos, 


Ghiceed en Ses ear teers. 


eke deca 









eH, 
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‘impeded ‘the opeecons of 
moe spain the calc of Boss Chicas sant ~ 
‘execution of this prea ein nplace 
on the 17th of March, but wasiobliged| deferredy in 
confequence of the violence ofthe the 19th, 
The boats left the fhips abourmidhight, and rowed to the 
fhore about amileto leeward meFotie. Barradera battery, 
which: they were to! attacks: Dhis pay, had | vn 
agreed on and fetthed, as the molt likely:inode of avdidi 
being feen, or. difcovered bythe noife oftheir oars. “P 
* feamen, led by their high-fpirited commander, landedwith 
the greateft alacrity in a final fandy bay, to whieh there 
was a narrow channel between two. reefs of rocks: » "To 
defend this ,paflage was a.battery of five gung, of which 
the affuilants ‘were fortotally ignoranttharthe men tani 
under their very mazzles. "Phey bad not. fort 
when the cnemny“opened their fire upon them; but the 
Englith, though furprifed: av this very unexpedted. receps 
tion, immediately recolleéting that their “fuccefs, ‘and, 
gl fery, depended on their refolution, rafhed for= 
ward with the utmoft impetuofityy with»their leader at 
their head, and entering through the embrifiires, ‘drove 
the enemy from their guns before'they had’ time’ to make 
a fecond difcharge, fo that this very aipEeennramvanienge: 
‘was obtained with a lofs truly inconfiderable. 
‘The Spaniards at the Barradera battery, when informed 
of the misfortune, turned three pieces of cannon on the 
victorious tee inft whom they commenced pe 


brit fire with ; bur theif ww being too, mucl 

elevated, Mr. = and | i pay faftained 

very little inj Hs thn intrepi- 

ras ehee very fo espabistes rhs their pot 

bp ate oleate pc ate peor the battery on the i 

of alfault, Ps, gomedia ean Se Mbp ie 

and pees rsgamtre 
ve to ps wou 
oa The cn ye Ie Spies faopons and 
by pone naar 


Sergeant 
Pook be able to re fire fix: 


Fen ie af feree toa which be ba bec 
fore 


NAVAL OPFICERSOPOREAT BRITAIN. 393, 


the is Restlis and | were fent to 
anchor as near the battery in as 

ing their to bear on. ity in fupport of ade. 
tachment of. aptains 


meafures, taken with fo much prudence and déliberation, 

= pone hey perceived the thips had b. : 
as foon as ever 1! ei it 

yet bat aed he wee pope nd 5 


men, 

After the death of lord Aubrey Beauclerk, who unhap- 
pily fell in the attack of Boca Chica cattle, he is believed 
to haye baen promoted to the command of the Prince 
Frederic, of feventy guns; and when the idea of any:far~ 
ther attack was given up, Mr. Bofcawen was againem~ 

doe fame kii nap omy tng eae 

to. being appointed to in demolithi i 

t forts which the ith had made themfelves malters 
of. The fubfequent naval ‘ions which took place dus~ 
ing his continuance inthe Weft Indies were extremely uns 
important, fo that it.cannot be thought extraordinary. we 
do not find him particularly mentioned. . He returned to 
England in May-1742, and came to an anchor at Ste 

n'8, in the Prince Frederic, on the 14th, after a pal 
fage of nine wecks from Jamaica, bringing advice thatthe 

and, army; under Mr. Vernon and general Went 
worth, were, at the time he parted company, with thems 
under fail on the: ition againft Panama, in she South, 
Sea, intending tobe executed by marching the troops 
acrofs the ifthmus of Darien. © : a 
«We belicye Mr. Bofcawen,to have been paneinellyais 

‘entirely employed, after his return, wlha 7455 a8 a 
rvifer in the Channel > but do) not find-any, parti= 
cular mention made of him, except that, at the cope me 
of that-time, he commanded the Dreadnonght, of fixtyy 
guns. While thus occupied he: Pen the Medea,, 
a. French frigate, commanded br 
So ne 
appointed captain o at Sow lyingas.a 
guardihip.at the Nore; and is Jaid 8 havo been made, 

Sort Ac ’ a es aT a 
vn 


304 RIES ANDOHARACTERT OF 5 


of all the: armed e 
y as cruifers, during therebell®n | 
invetted with the office of 
5 cacao gree ‘they 
"to: as 
purpofe of examining whether they were properly equip- 
majelty's fervice, p99 Yt ois 
_Jn the month of January 1 74bj)he-asindtorerptg 
of the Namur, formesly-2 thip oes nowy, 
after receiving a thorough repair, reduced! to-a'third Yates 
Nothing in any degree matcrial appears to have otttrrel!’ 
till November, ‘when,- being appointed! corhmodore 
of a fall {quadron ordered tocruile av the-entratice of thé 
nel, he. had» the good fortune to: captare ‘two cony 
ial prizes; one of them the Intrepid, a) (tout'pri- 
fitted out from St, Maboe’ss. carrying twenty guns, 
and two hundred men; the other a difpatch boaty:fent'té 
Enrope by M. de Jonquiere, the'commander of the French 
fquadron.on the American tation, with the adviae of the 
death. of the.duc D’Anville, and thetotal-failure of the’ 
In the 1747 he ferved as 2° private ine 
in the: fee font Sep admiral: Ann pists te 
fignalifed.himfelf \in.a very particular manner, durs 
ing the encounter with the French fquadron under Mr. 
de Jonquiere, on the 3dof May. He-was.among the firit’ 
commanders who was in) aétion, and) moft/eminently 
contributed to the complete fuccefs which attended wy 
Stopping the enemy tll -his:companions got-up. He’ 
was. feverely wounded. in» the thoulder a mufket’ 
ball i, but this was the Jait occafionon pee: re 
ever ferved as.a private captain, having, on- isth.ot 
July following, Leosndetertadly Lavdnced eae reahcd ai 
rabof the blue. He immediately afterwards was invefted’ 
witha very extraordinary command, which wereevery other! 
Teteupetie teaneinaeh rerbinon 
thewery ion entertained by: vereign, by" 
mminifters, and by the -in general, of ‘his extenfive 
ae ee Shag haber weallude, 
aj him: not only admiraP and commander-in-chief' 
ame ene om the-Eafteindies,. of 
fixedhips of the line, but general alfo of the land forces 
employed 








: truft- without roufing 
. Party,and tho’ unfuceefsful, as he proved, incarrying itinto. 
exccutton, excited.neithermurmur nor reproach, it is nor, 
perhaps, seRaplepnesh sania. ineitirastin : 
encomium, that could poffibly have been, paid:to his high. 
m atand Fagan os hot 

~he. earlier part tranfactions of this expedition» 

are extracted from Collins, am are the more curious as, 
haying been,communicated to him by-his fony who-was, 
anoles in, that very expedition, and confequently’an 
accurate witnefs of every minute circumftance tat oape 


P On November 4, 1747, the fquadron failed from St, 
Helen’s with a fair wind, which only ferved for thatdays, 
but admiral Bofcawen, anxious to get out of thei 
chofe rather, to turn to windward with the ficet. than to. 
put_back. Medting wath hard gales of wind they were, 
obliged toanchor in Torbay, where the ficet arrived about) 
el ae on, November roth; sas four in the, 
evening, the. wii ing, failed again and proceeded to. 
iy 's End, ea oa again; but, i 

th the winds, came, toan anchor in the road of ira 


! 


feveral th 1 jt ge 
everal Ips, Wi on i 
, Who uifed all poffible means to. getthe fleet in ae 
condition. to fails, this. being: completed on, the 22d, 
they, onthe 23d. On ch, 29, 4 the fleet: 
to. ap anchor.in, Table Bay, at the | of Good) 
H 30th the ground was pitched on to encamp, 






eee 
ree th he cn a Ap 
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menmadea rance ;andno pains were fpared, asto 
difcipline: ment, in order to fit them fortheir better 
performance in adtion, “The admiral, by his genteel beha- 
viour,entirely gained the love of the land 3 and never 
‘was greater harmony among all degfces of men than in this 
expedition, eyery one thinking they were happy in’ being 
under his command, The time ey flayed at the Cape 
was of great fervice to the land apd fea forces, who had 
frefh_ meat all the time; but their flay|was longer than * 
intended, foralepal by ie India hips, with Sacer on 
board, parting from the fleet, purpofel to rit to the 
Cape, in order to fell their private ale hh rd 
tage, but they were miftaken, as they did notarrive till April 
4; and thofe India fhips that were with the admiral 
ben the Cape with all that was wanting.’> 

* On the 8th of May * the rear.admiral failed from the 
Cape of Good Hope with the fquadron under his com~ 
mand, together with fix fhips belonging ta the Dutch Eaft 
India company. After a fatiguing paffage, occafioned 
by a feties of contrary winds, yery unufual at that feafon, 
on the 23d of June, at day break, they made the ifland of 
Mauritius, having aren hae of the Dutch thips 
inthe bad weather during their paffage. When in fight of. 
peice! called fa co el of wary as advice 

i ‘ins as to which they thought the proper 

pas forte fhips to take, a ees “It being deter- 
mined to run between Long Ifland and.the Gunners 
Coin, the men of war to lead in line of battle, and the 
Thdia thips to follow them, orders were given accordingly. 
‘The greateft part of the fleet anchored the fame night in 
a'place called Turtle Bay, between the river of that name 
and Tomb river, about two leagues to the caftward of the 
harbour, the reft got in the next day, having been. fred 
atin ahh pales from two fafcine batteries of about fix 
guns each, but without receiving any material damage, , 

“At day light the enemy began to. fire. from, other 
fafGine batteries they had raifed om eagh fide of the! 
gntrance ‘of the two rivers; and. were perceived to be 
very hard at work ist the wood oppofite to. where. the 


“© He was advanced by commiffion, beari of May, 
be raraiial of wines ES oa 
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fqiniirom lay, in throwing up it nts), a8 well 
ci te dees Svea iver alla (een 
1 * \ 

“In® this; fate of” affairs’ the Pembroke,’ which J 
neatelt itffhore? wat ordered to fire’and ve 
_ theif work "The Swallow floop was at. the faine time 

fent, ‘with Captain Lloyd, of the Eltham, the two princi 
+ pal engiticers, and’ 'an artilfery officer, along the {hore to 

reconnditre the ‘coafts; in order to difcover what. p 
would be moft convenient for landing the Sal P 
their retirn they reported that the enemy had fired on’ 
inithéir paffsge from eight different batteries, as well as 
from the forts dt the entrance of the harbour ; that a Ja 
thip with twe tier of guns lay with her broadfide acrofa the 
mouth of it’; that there were thirteen other thips within 
(feveral of them large) fitted, or fitting for the fea; antibes 
they thought’ it impraéticable to land any where to the, 
ealtward of the harbour, on a¢count of the thicknefs of 
baer erie tabs matey od 
was therefore j m it to attempt ‘ 
yond the gene to oe pment ie town. Ag 
foon 2§ it was dark the mafters of the fix line of battle ° 
fhips were ordered to’ go in’ the and found al! along 
the thore to:afcertain the depths of water, and fee particu- 
larly whether it was practicable to land at the place pro- 
poled. * On'theis return they declared that a reef of rocks 
ranialong fhore at the Wiftance of twenty yards from it, 
which made it impoffible for boats to land, except at the; 
river's’ mouth oppofite to where tlic fleet lay, or at the 
harbour, where the Channel was not aboye an ced. 
fathoms wide; and very difficult'to get in, the windal 
blowing off ftiore. is determined the admiral to ct 
a council of war, compofed of the principal fea and lan 
officers; that he might lay before them thele apes with, 
his inftru@tions, far asthey related to the attac! of Mau- 
ritivs, and/to confalt with them what was beft to be done. 
I ; that, as they were unacquainted with the. 

‘the enemy on the ifland,ghree tén-oar'd boats * 


ou = under the comtitnnd Of major Cuming, to 
: sel at prifoner from ve 
etal te ana ing ‘ae 
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folyed * Mar the redudtfon of the if 
i Being the peices ‘of. the expedition, as 
re was fuch a flrength of pn te bron and the 
preparations which the enemy had made pea the coatt 
made it certain the attack mult be attended with confider- 
able lols, that fo farther attempt thould be made,.but 
that the fquadron fhould proceed with théutmoftexpedition 
to the coalt of Coromandel, fo as to begin the operations” 
there before the monfoons fhifted.” . 

Two days clapfed before the fleet could leave. the 
ifland, there being fuch a fearcityof bread, fire-wood, and 
Water, as to make it neceflary to divide, thofe’ articles 

ally among the fhips. Jult'as they got under fail one 

of the Dutch fhips that had-parted company joined them, 

But the other two wete pot heatd of: the ficet 

the ifland the Dutch their leave, and 

shed away to the fouthward, admiral being de- 

Grous, in purfuance of the refolution: of the. council of 

‘war, to make’ the thostelt pallag: flible. to the, coalt of 

Coromandel, pee through: the it y and fends to the 

northward of ritius, andon the agthof July thewhole 
{quadron arrived fafe at fort St. Davids... aad) eye 

It was immediately determined toundertake the fiege 
of Pondicherry; the nece ftores and troops: were 
accordingly Janded from the dhips, and.acamp formed 
about a mile from the fort. he people . continued 
very Jhealthy, as theyhad done the: whole yoyages 
g,circumftance Praripall to be attributed.to the ule of 
air pipes, which were found to be of infinite-fervice. 
The marines ferving in the, {quadton under the command 
of rear-admiral Griffin, then at fort St. David, deing 
joined to thofe of Mr. Bofcawen, a very good battelion 
‘was formes, Confiting of feven hundred men. 

Pe te of Au fie Ke aoes aay met 

ondicherry ; and two Chefter,, Pem- 

Dr Swallow op joined. her, rae cain Powlet, of. 

i xeter, was diregted 10 take the fou and afcer-, 

tain ‘how near the thips could come to the ‘town. pon 
eaerpepey> in order to cut off all communication ug 

that fide. lr oe ha thie 


upon 
erNnhare Gaia 


imfelf, 
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